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Defign of Enflaving ENGLAND 
DISCOVERED F.. 


In the Incroachments upon the Powers: 
| and Privileges of Parliament, by K. Charles IL, 


BEING 
A New correfted Impreffion of that Excellent Piece,| | 


IN TITULED, 
A Juft and Modeft VinpicaTron of the 
PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE | 
Two Laft Parliaments. 
OF 


King CHAR L.E S. the: Second. 


LON DOWN; 
Printed for Richard Baldwin near the Black Bull 
in the O/d-Baily. MDCLXXXIX.. 
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A. Fuft and Modeft Vindication of the Pro- 
ceedings of the two laft Partiaments 


of K. Cuar res the Second. 
























ye§ HE Amazement which feiz'd every good Man upon 
the unlook’d-for Diffolution of two Parliaments, 
within three Months, was not greater than at the 
~. __dight of a Declaration pretending to juftify, and give 
Reafons for fuch extraordinary Proceedings. 
It is not to be denied, but that our Kings have ina great 
meafure been intrufted by the Kingdom with the appointment 
of the Times of Parliaments Sitting, and declaring their Diflo- 
lutions. But left through defect of Age, Experience, or Un- 
derftanding, they fhould at any time forget, or miftake our 
Conititution ; or by Paflion, private Intereft, or the Influence 
of ill Counfellors, be fo far mifled as not to Aflemble Parlia- 
ments when the Publick Affairs require it ; or to declare them 
Diflolved, before the Ends of their Meeting were accomplith- 
ed: The Wifdom of our Anceftors has provided, by divers a og ee 
Statutes, both for the holding Parliaments annually, and oft- i. Eds, cea 
nerif need be; and that they fhould not be Prorogued or Dif- S¢é the Parliz. 
folved till ali the Petitions and Bills before then were an- nt Roll, 
{wered and redrefled. 2 Ric. 2, 
The Conftitution had been equally imperfect and deftructive Ge this 4 
of it felf, had it been left to the Will and Choice of the modo tenend 
Prince whether he would ever fummona Parliament, or put in- Parliamens, 
to his Power to difmifs them Arbitrarily at his pleafure. / 
That Parliaments fhould be called, and fit, according to the 
Laws, is fecured to us by the fame Sacred Tie, by which the 
King at his Coronation obliges himfelf, to let his Judges fit 
to diftribute Juftice every Term, and to preferveinviolably all —_, 
other Rights and Liberties of his Subjects. Therefore abrupt- _/ 
ly to Diflolve Parliaments at fucha Time, when nothing but —/ 
A the / 
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meyer {peaks to his People asa King, but either perfonally in 










































the Legiflative Power, and the united Wifdom of the King- 
dom could relieve us from our Juft Fears, or fecure us* from 
our certair Dangers, is very unfuitable to the great Truftre-. 
pofed in the Prince,. and feems to exprefs but little of tha tf 
fection which we wilh always: hope. his Majefty bears towards his 
People and the Proteftant. Religion. 

But ’tis.not enky of the Difolution it felf that we complain ; 
the manner of doing it,, is unwarranted by the Precedents of 
former Times, and full of dangerous Confequents.. We are. 
taught by the Writ of Summons, that Parliaments are never 
called without the Advice of the Gouncil; and the Ufage of all. 
Ages has been never to fend them away without thefame Ad-. 
vice: ~ To forfake this fafe Method, is to expofe the King per- 
fonally to the Reflections and: Cenfures of the whole Nation 
for fo ungrateful an Action. | | 

Our Laws have taken care to make the King alwaysdear to 
his People, and to:preferve his Perfon Sacred in their Efteem, 
by wifely preventing him from: appearing’ as Author of any 
thing which may be unacceptableto them. “Tis therefore that 
he doth not Execute any confiderable Act of Regal Power, till it 
be firft debated and refolved in Council, becaufethen tis the 
Counfellors niuftanfwerfor the Advice they’ give, and are pu- 
nifhable for fuch Orders as are Irregular and Hlegal. 

Nor can his Miniffers juftify any’ unlawful Adtion under the 
eolour of the King’s Commands, fince all his Commands that 
are contrary toLaw, are void; ( which is the true Reafon of 
that well-known Alaxim, That the King can dono Wrong), A, 
Maxim jolt mit felf, and alike fafe for the Prince, and for the 


“Subject, there being nothing more abfurd, than that a Favou- 


rite fhould excufe his enormous Actings. by a pretended’ Com- 
mand, which we may reafonably fuppofe he firlt procured'to 
be laid upon himfelf: But we know- not whom to charge with 
Advifing this laft Diffolution: It was a Work of Darknefs ; 
and if we are not mifinform’d, the Privy Council was as much 
furpriz’d at it as the Nation. 

Nor will a future Parliament be able to charge any Body, as 
the Author or Advifer of the late printed Paper; which bears. 
the Title of Ais Mayjefty’s Declaration, though every good Sub- 
ject ought to be careful how he calls it fo. _For his Majefty 


his. 











his: Parliament, ‘or at:other times under his Seal, for which the 
Chancellor, vor other Officers: are refponfible, if what patles 
them be not warrantédiby. Law. ‘Nor.can the DireGion of the 
Privy Council, enforce any thing upon the People, unlefs that 
Royal and Legal Stamp gives it an Authority. But this Decla- 
ration comes abroad without: any uch Sanction, and there is 
no other/Ground to afcripeit tobis Majefty, than the uncertain 
Creditof the Printer, whom we will ealily fofpect of an Impo- 
fture, rather than think the ‘King would deviate from the ap- 
proved courfe of ‘his IluftriousAnceftors, to purfue a New and 
Unfuccesful Method. 

The firft Declaration of this fort which Tever met with, be- 
ing that -which was publithed in the Year 1628 ; which was fo 
far from anfwering the Endsof its coming-out, that it filled the 
whole Kingdom with: Jealoufies, and was one of the firft fad 
Caufes of ‘the-enfuing unhappy War. 

The Truth is, Declarationsto juftify whatPrinces-do, muft 
always ‘be either necdlefs or ineffectual. Their Aions ought 
tobe fuch as may recommend themfelves to the World, and 
carry their own Evidence along with them of their ufefulne& to 
the Publick , and then no Arts to juftifiy them will'be neceflary. 
When a Prince defcends fo low as to give his'Subjects Reafons 
for what ‘he has done,‘he not only makes them Judges whe- 
ther there'be any weight in‘thofe ‘Reafons, but’ by fo unufual-a 
fubmiffion gives:caufe to fufpect, that‘he is con{cious to himfelf 
that his Actions want an Apology.’ And if they areindeed un- 
juttifiable,it they are oppofite tothe Inclinations,and.apparent- 
ly deftructive of the Intereft- of his Subjefts, ic-will be very 
difficult forthe mot Eloquent or Infinuating Declaration, to 
make them in fove with fuch things. And ‘therefore they did 
certainly undertake no eafy Task in pretending to perfwade Men 
who fee themfelves expofed to the reftlefs Malice of their Ene- 
mies, who obferve the languifhing Condition of the Nation, 
and that nothing but-a ‘Parliament can provide Remedies for the 
great Evils which they Feel and‘Fear ; that two feveral Parlia- 
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* See the Decld- 
‘ation prepared 
by Coleman, by 
the Advice of the 
ments, upon whom they had placed all their hopes, were fofud- Frevch King’s 
denly broken, out-of kindnefsto them, or with any regared to 
their Advantage. It was generally believed, that thisAge would 
not have feen another Declaration, fince * Coleman’s was fo un- 
luckily publifhed before its time: Not only becaufe thereby the 
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“World was taught how little they ought to rely upon the fins | 


cerity of fuch kind of Writings ; but becaufe that was a Mafter- 
piece which could hardly be equall’d, and our prefent Minifters 
miay well be out of Countenance, to fee their Copy fall fo very 
much fhort of the Original. 

But fhould this Declaration be fuffered to go abroad any lon- 
ger, underthe Royal Name, yet it will never be thought to have 
proceeded from his Majefties Inclination, .or his Judgment, but 
to be gained from him by the Artifices of the fame ill Men, who 
not being content to have prevailed with him to Diflolve two 
Parliaments, only to proteét them from publick Juftice, do now 
hope to excufe themfelves from being thought the Authors of 
that Counfel,by making him openly toavowit. But they have 
difcovered themfelves to the Kingdom,and have told their own 
Names, when they number amongft the great Crimes of the 
Houfe of Commons, their having Declared divers Eminent Per- 
fons to be Enemies tothe King and Kingdom. 

‘Tis our happinefs that the Cunning of thefe Eminent Perfons 
is not equal to their Malice, in that they fhould thus unwarily 
make themfelves known when they had fo fecretly, and with 
fo much Caution, given the pernicious. Advice. None could 
be offended at the proceedings of the Parliaments, but they 
who were obnoxious ; none could be concerned to vindicate the 
Diflolution, but they who had advifed it... But they have per- 
formed this laft Undertaking after fuch a fort, that they have. 
left themfelves not only without Juftification, but without all 
pretence hereafter. The People were willing to think it the 
Unfortunate Effect of fome fuddain and precipitate Refolution ; 
but fince they have now publickly affured us, that it was the 


 Refult of Counfel and Deliberation, they cannot blame us for 


hoping one day to fee Juftice done upon fuch Counfellors. 

But though to the Difhonour of our Country it does appear, 
that fome Exglifh-men were concerned in the unhappy Advice 
of breaking the two laft Parliaments, and fetting up this pre- 
tended Defence.of it; yet the Gallifcims which are found in the 


- Paper, fhew the Writer to have been of another Nation, or at 


leaft to have.had his Thonghts fo much takenup for the Interefts 
of France. (whilft he was labouring this way to heighten and 
perpetuate the Differences between: the King and his People ) 
that.he could not exprefs himfelf in any other Jdiom than High 

| ? ¢i 
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he would not otherwife have introduced the King, faying, That 
st was a Matter extreamly fenfible to Us ; a Form of Speech pe- 
culiar to the French, and unknown to any other Nation» The 
Reader (who underftands that Language) will cbferve fo 
many more of this kind, as will give him juft caufe to doubt, 
whether the whole Paper was not a Tranflation, and whether 
the Exghjh one, or that which was publifhed in French, was the 
Original ? 

Let us theu no longer wonder, that the time of Diflolving our 
Parliaments, 1s known at Par fooner than at London, fince ’tis 
probable, the Reafons now given for it, were formed there too. 
The Peers at Oxford were fo totally ignorant of the Council, 
that they never once thought of a Diflolution till they heard it 
pronounced ; but the Dutchefs of A4azarine had better Intelli- 
gence, and publifhed the News at St. Yames’s many hours be- 
fore it wasdone. The Declaration was not communicated to 
the Privy Council, till Friday the 8th. of April, when his Ma- 
jefty ( according to the late Method ) did gracioufly declare to 
them his pleafure, to fet it forth, without defiring from them 
any Advice in the matter; but Monfieur Barillon, the French 
Ambaffador, did not only read it to a Gentleman the fifth of 
April, but advifed with himvabout it, and demanded his Opi- 
nion of it, which his Excellency will the better remember,becaufe 
of the great Liberty which the Perfon took in ridiculing it to his 
Face. Good Ged to what a Condition is this Kingdom reduced, wher 
the Minifters and Agents of the only Prince in the World, who can 
have Defigns againft, or of whom we ought-to be afraid, are not on- 
ly made acquainted with the moft fecret Paffages of State, but are 
made our Chief Minifters too, and have the principal Condntt of our 
Affairs. And let the World judg if the Commons had not rea- 
fon for their Vote, when they declared thofe Eminent Per fons, 
who manage things at this rate, Tobe the Enemies tothe King 
and Kingdom, and Promoters of the French Intereft. 

Whofoever confiders.the Actions of our Great Men, .will not 
think it ftrange that they fhould be hard put to it to find out 
Reafons which they might give for any of them, and they have. 
had very ill luck whenever they wenfaboutit.. That Reafon. 
which they had given for Diflolving three feveral Parliaments 
fucceflively, is now grown ridiculous, That the King-mas refol- 
ved to mect his People, and to have their Advice in frequent Parlia- 
ments, 
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anents, finceevery Man'took notice, that as foon as the Minifters 
begamto fufpect:that ‘his Majefty- was inclined to“hearken to, 
and purfue their Advice, thofe’very Parliaments were prefently 
Diflolved. This was all ‘the Ground and Canfe, which was 
thought of for breaking ‘the laft ‘Parliament’ at Weftminfter., 
when the Proclamation of the 18th of Fanuary, 1680, ‘was 
publifhed ; but-they have now-confiderred better,and ‘have found 
out faults enough to fwellinto a Declaration; and yet-as much 
offended as they arewith'this Parliament, they fecm more high- 
ly angry with that-which followed at Oxford, | 
Norvis it at all ftrange that it fhould fallout fo: For the 
Court never did yet ‘Diflolve a Parliament abruptly, and in 
a Heat, but' they found the next Parliament more averfe, and 
to infift upon the {ame things’ with greater eagernefs than 
the former. Englifh Spirits refent no Affronts fo highly as 
thofe 'which-are‘done to their Reprefentatives; and the Court 
will be fure'to-find the Effects of that Refentment in the next 
Election. A Parliament.does ever participate of the prefent 
Temper of the People. ‘Never were Parliaments Of more 
‘different ‘Complexiofis than that of 1640, and ‘that of 1661. 
Yec'they both exactly anfwered the Humours-which were pre- 
dominant in the Nation, when they were refpectively chofen. 
And therefore while the ‘People do fo univerfally hate and 
fear Frauce and Popery, and do fo ‘well underitand who-‘they 
are who promote the French and Popifh Interefts, the Favourites 
do but cozen themfelves to ‘think that they will ever fend up 
Reprefentatives:lefs ‘zealous ‘to bring them to Juftice, than 
thofe againft whom this Declaration ts publifhed. For furely 
this Declaration (what great ‘things foever may be expected 
from-it)) will make but very few Converts, not only becaufe 
it reprefents things as ‘high Crimes, which the whole King- 
dom: has ‘been celebrating as meritorious Actions, but “becanfe 
the People have been fo often deceived ‘by former Declarati- 
ons, that whatfoever carries that ‘Name, will have no Credit 
with them ‘for the future. Whey have not yet forgetten the 
Declaration from Breda, though others forgot ‘it fo foon, 
and do not fpare to fay, that if the fame Diligence, the fame 
earnelt Solicitatiog, had been made ufe of in that Affair, which 
have been fince exercifed directly contrary to the Defign of it, 
there.is nodoubt'but every partofit would:have had the defired 


Succels, 
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Succefs, and-all his: Majefty’s Subjects would’ have’ enjoyed the 


Fruits of it, and have now been extolling a Prince fo carefal'to 
keep facred his Promifes‘to: the People. | 

If we did take notice of the feveral Declarations, publithed 
fince that which we have laft mentioned, we {hall find they fig- 
nifie as little, and therefore we will only’ remember the aft, 
made the 20th of April 1679, and declared in Council and'in 
Parliament, and after publifhed tothe whole Nation: Where 
in his Majeity owns that. he is fenfible. of the ill poftuve of his 
Affairs, and-the great Fealoufies and Diffatisfattion of lus ‘good Sub- 
jeits, whereby the Crown: and Government was become too weab to 
preferve it feif, which: preceeded from his ufe- of a fingle Miniftry, 
and of private Advices; and. thevefore profeffes his Refolution, to 
lay them wholly afide for the future, and to be advifed by thofe able 
and worthy Perfons, whom he had then chofew for his Council; in all 
bis weighty and important Aff airs. But-every Man muft acknow- 
ledg that either his Majefty has utterly forgotten this: publick 
and folemn Promise, orelfe that nothing meighty and important 
_ hashappen’d from that time to'this very day. 

As for the. Deckaratiom read: in our: Churches the other day,. 
there needs no other Argument to:make'us doubt of the reality 
of the Promifes which it makes, then to cenfider how: partially, 
and with how little fincerity the things which it’ pretends ta 
relate, are therern reprefented» ‘Itbegins with telling us in His 
Majefty’s Name, Phat #-was with exceeding great Trouble that be 
was brought to Diffolve the iwo: lat Parliaments, without more’ be- 
nefit to the People by the calling of them. We fhould queftion his 
Majefty’s Wifdom, didi we’ not:believe him to have underftood, 
that never Parhaments- had greater Opportunities of doing good 
to himfelf and:to his People. - He could not but be fenfible of 
the Dangers, and of the Neceflities of his Kingdom; and there- 


fore could’ not without exceeding great Tronble, be prevailed upon. 


for the fake of a few defperate Men ¢ whom he thought himfelf 
concern’d to love now, only becaufe he had loved them too well, 
and trufted them too much before; ) not‘only to difappoint 
the Hopes and’ Expectations of his own People, but of almoft 
Europe. His Majefty did indeed do his part, fo far, in giving 
Opportunities of providing for our Good, asthe calling of Parlia- 
ments does amount to, and’ it is to be imputed to the ee 
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Speech 21. 
Otob, I 680. 


Speech 30. 
Apr. 1679+ 


Speech 26. 
Dec. 1662. 


Speech 6. 
March 1679. 


Only, that the fuccefs of them did not anfwer His and Our Ex- 
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*Tis certain it cannot be imputed to any of the Proceedings 
of either of thofe Parliament ; which were compofed of Men 
of as good Sence and Quality as any. in the Nation, and pro- 
ceeded with as great Moderation and managed their Debates 
with as much temper as was ever known in any Parliament. 
If they feem’d to go too farin any thing, His Majefty’s Speeches 
or Declarations had mifled them; by fome of which they had 
been invited to enter into every one of thofe Debates, to which 
fo much Exception has been fince taken. | 

Did he not frequently. recommend the Profecution of the Plot 
to them, with a firitt and smpartial Inquiry? Did he not tell 
them, That he neither thought himfeif nor them fafe, till that mat- 
ter was gone through with ? ; . 

Did he not in his Speech of the 30th of April 1679, affure 
them, that it was his conftant Care to fecure our Religion for the 
future in all Events, and that in all things which cencerwd the 
publick Security, be would not follow their Zeal but lead it? Has 
he not often wifh’d, that he might be able to exercife a Power of 
Difpenfation in reference to thofe Proteftants, who through Tendernefs 
of mifguided Confcience did not conform to the Ceremonies, Difci- 
pline and Government of the Church? And promifed that he 
would make it his fpecial Care to incline the Wifdom of the Parlia- 
ment to concur with him, in making an AC to that purpofe? 

And left the Malice of ill Men might obje@, that. thefe Graci- 
ous Inclinations of his continued no longer, than while there 
was a poflibility of giving the Papifts equal benefit of a Tolera- 
tion; Has not his Majefty, fince the Difcovery of the Plot, 
fince there was no hopes of -getting fo much as a Convenience 
for them, in -his Speech of the6th of Adarch 1679. expreft 
his Zeal not only for the Proteftant Religion in general, but for, 
an Union amongft all forts of Proteftants?. And did he not com- 
mand my Lord Chancellor at the fame time to tell them, that 
it was neceffary to diftinguifh. between Popifh and other Recufants, 
between them that would deftroy the whole Flock, and them that on- 
ly wander from it? 

Thefe things confidered; we fhould not think the Parliament 
went too far, but rather that they did not follow his Majefty’s 
Zeal with an equal pace. The Truth is, if. we obferve the dai- 
ly 












C9) 

_dy provocations of the Popith Faétion, whofe Rage and Info- 
lence were only increafed by the Difcovery of the Plot; fo 
‘that they feemed to.defy Parliaments, as well as Inferior Courts 

_ Of Juitice, under the Protection of the Duke, (their publickly 
avowed Head ); who itill carried on their Defigns by new and 
more deteftable Methods than ever, and were continually bufy, 
by Perjuries and Subornations, to charge the beft and moft con- 
fiderable Proteftants inthe Kingdom.with Treafons, as black as 
thofe of which themfelves were guilty. If we ob{erve what 
vile Arts were ufed to hinder the further Difcovery, what Li- 
berty was given to reproach the Difcoverers, what Means ufed 
to deftroy or to corrupt them; how the very Criminals were 

, encouraged and allowed to be good Witnefles againft. their Ac- 
cufers: We fhould eafily excufe any Ezgl{h Parliament thus 
befet, if they had been carried to fome little Exceffés. ~ But yet 
all this could not provoke them todo any thing not juftifiable 
by the Laws of Parliament, or unbecoming the Wifdom and 
Gravity of an English Senate. 

_ But weare told, That his Majefty Opened the laft Parliament, 
which was held at Weltminfter, with as Gracious Expreffions of 
Fis Readinefs to fatisfy the Defires of his Subjects, andto fecure 
them againft all their jut Fears, as the Weighty Confider ation, 
either of preferving the Eftablifhed Religion and Property of his 
Subjecis at Home, or of fupporting bis Neighbours and. -Allies A- 
broad, could fill his Heart with- We muit-own that his. Ma- 
jefty has Opened ail his Parliaments at, Wefsinffer, with very 
Gracious Expreffions: Nor have wanted that Evidence of His 
Readinefs to fatisfy the. Defires of his Subjects; but that fort of 
Evidence wiil foon lofe its Force, if it be never followed by 

Actions correfpondent, by which only the World can judg of 
the fincerity of Expreflions or Intentions. And -therefore ‘the 
Favourites did ittle confult his Majefty’s Honours when, they 
bring. him in folemnly declaring to his Subjects, That his In- 
tentions were as far as would have confifted with the very Being of 
the'Government, to have complied with any thing that couldkhave been 

propofed to nim to accompli(h thoje, Ends , when they are not able 
to produce an Inftance wherein they fuflered him.to ‘comply: in 
any one Thing. . Whatfoever the Houfe. of Commons Ad- 

drefs’d.for, was certainly denied, thoughiit was only for that 

‘Reafon.; and,there was no furer. way of Intituling ones {elf to 

B the 
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the Favour of the Court, than to receive a) Cenfure from the 
Reprefentative Body of the People. 

Let itfor the prefent be admitted,that fome of the things defi- 
red by ‘that Parliament were exorbitant,and (becaufe we will put 
the: Objection as ftrong.asiis poflible) inconfiftent-with'the ‘very. 
being of the Government’, yet-atleaft, Lome of 'their’Petitions 
were more feafonable.. The Government might have fubiifted,. 
tho:the’Gentlemen, put out-of the Commitlion of the Peace, ‘for: 
their zealous.acting againft the Papifts, had been‘reftor’d ; nor: 
would a final'Diflolution ofall things have enfued ;thoSir George 
Fefferses had been removed out of publick Office, ormy Lord 
Hallifac himfelf from ‘his Majefty’s Prefence and Councils. ‘Had: 
the Statute of the 35 Eliz. Cwhichhad jultly'flept for Eighty 
Years, and of late, unfeafonably revived ) beén repealed; fure- 
ly the Government might -ftill have been fafe. And-tho the Fa-. 
naticks perhaps had notdeferved fo well as that in favour to- 
them, ‘his Majéefty fhould have pafled’that Bill; yet fince the. 
Repeal might hereafter be of fo great-ufe tothofe of the Church. 
of England, in-cafeof ‘a Popifh Succefllor, (which ‘Blefling his. 
Majelty feemsrefolvedto bequeath to‘his People’); one would: 
have thought he might have complied ‘with the ‘Parliament in 
that Propofal. ‘At leaft, we fhould have had tefSreafon to‘com- 
plain of the Refufal, if the ‘King would have been but °gra-. 
ciouily-pleafed ‘to have ‘done itin'the ordinary way. | 

‘But'the Minifters‘thought they had not fufficiently tritm- | 
phed over*the Parlianient, by getting'the Bill'rejected, unlefs. 
it weredone in {uch ‘a'manner as that the Prefident might be 
more pernicious to Pofterity, by introducing’a new \Negarive: 
in the making of Laws, than-thelofing of any Bill, how ufeful 
foever, could be'to the prefent ‘Age. ‘This we may affirm, -that. 
ifthe Succefs of ‘this Parliament did not anfwer Expectation, 
whoever was guilty of it, the*Houfe of Commons did ‘not fail 
of domg their Part. Never did Men' husband their time to 
more Advantage. They‘opened:the Eyes of the'Nations They 
thewed them their Danger, witha’ Freedom becoming Englith- 
men. ‘They alfertedithe: Peoples Right of Petitioning : They 
proceeded vigorouily ‘againit "the Confpirators Diftovered,. 
and heartily endeavoured? to take away the very Root of ‘the. 
Confpiracy: They ‘had before-them as many reat and ‘ufeful 
Billsac had beenfeen inany Parliament,and itis notito be Jaid at 
| their 












































‘their. doors that they proved Abortive. This Age will never fail ee 
to give them their grateful Acknowledgments, aiid Pofterity wil : 
remember that Houfe of Commons with Honout. 

- We comenow tothe particular enumeration of thefe gracious 
Things which were faid to the Parliament at Weffminfter. His 

Majefty ask’d of them the fupporting the Alliances he had made 

for the Prefervation of the general Peace in Chriftendom. ’Tis to 
be wilh’d his Majelty had added to this gracious Asking of 
Mony, a gracious Communication of thofe Alliances, and that 
fuch blind Obedience had not been exacted from them, as to 
contribute to the Support of they knew not what themfelves ; 
nor before they had confidered whether thofe Alliances which 
were made, were truly defign’d for that End which was pre- 
tended, or any way likely to prove effectual to it. Sinceno 
Precedent can be fhewn, that ever a Parliament (not even the 
late Long Parliament, though filled with Danby’s Penfioners ) 

did give Mony for maintaining any Leagues, till they were firft 
made acquainted with the particulars of them. 

But befides this, the Parliament had reafon to confider well of 

the general Peace it felf, and the Influence it might have, and 
had upon our Affairs, before they came to any Refolution, or fo 
much as to a Debate about preferving it; fince fo wife a Minifter | 
as my Lord Chancellor had {o lately told us, That it mas fitter for Lord Chartel- 
Meditation than Difcourfe. He informed us in the fame Speech, /”"s Speech, 23 
That the Peace then wasbut the Effect of Defpair in the Confe- ™#Y> 1978: 
derates; and we have fince learn’d by whofe means they were re- 
duced to that Defpair ; and what Price was demanded of the 
French King for fo great a Service. “And we cannot but be fadly 
fenfible how by this Peace, that Monarch has not only quite Dif- 

_folv’d the Confederacy form’d againft him, enlarged his Domini- 

ons, gain’d time to refrefh his Souldiers harraffed with long Ser- 

vice, fettled and compofed his Subjects at home, increafed his 

Fleet, and replenifhed his Exchequer for new and greater Le- 

figns; but his Penfioners at our Court have grown infolent upon 

it, and prefuming that now he may be at leifure to affift them in 

ruining Exgland, and the Proteftant Religion together, have 
fhaken off all dread of Parliaments, and have prevail’d with his 
Majefty to ufe them with as little refpect, and to difperfe them 
with as great Contempt, as if they had been a Conventicle, and 

not the great Reprefentative of the Nation, whofe Power and 
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Wifdom only could: fave him and us, in our prefent Exigen-, 


cies... 


But whatever the Defign of-them was, or the Effect of them. 
is. like to be, yet Alliances have avery.good found, anda Nati- 
on fo encompafled. with Enemies abroad, and Traitors and- 
Penfioners to thofe Enemies at. home,. muft needs: be glad to- 
hear of any new Friends. Butalas, if we look into the Speech. 
made at the Opening of that Parliament, we fhall find nomen- 
tion of any new Ally except the Spaniard, whofe Affairs at.that 
time, through the Defeéts of his own. Government, and the 
‘Treachery of our Minifters,werereduced.to fo defperate a State,. 
that he might well be a Burden to us ; but there was little to be 
hoped from aFriendfhip with him, unlefs by the name of a 
League, to recommend our Minifters to a new Parliament, and 


—cozen Country Gentlemen out of their Money. But upon 


perufal of that League,. it appears by the Third,. Fourth and 
Fifth Articles, that it was like to create us Trouble enough ; for 
it engages us indefinitely to enter into allthe Quarrels of the 
Spaniards, though. they happened in the Weft Indies, or the Phi- 
lipine Iflands, or were drawn upon himfelf by his own Injuttice 
or caufelefs Provocations. By this we fhall be obliged to efpoufe 
his difference with the Duke. of Brandeuburgh, though all that. 
Duke did, ..was according to the Law of Nations, to Reprize. 
Spamilh- Ships for a. juft Debt.frequently demandedin vain.. By 
this we {hall be obliged to engage in his prefent War with the. 


- Rortuguefe, though he by his violent feizing of the Ifland of St. 


Gabriel, which had long been in their peaceable poffeffion,, 
without once demanding it of them,. has moft juftly provoked. 
the Portuguefe to invade Spain. Nor are we bound only to. 
ailift him in cafeof an Invafion; butin cafe of any Difturbance 
whatfeever, which muft be intended of inteftine Troubles, 
(and it is fo directly explained in the fecret Article, which all 
Europe fays was figned at the fame.time.) So that if the prefent 
King of Spas fhould imitate his Great Grandfather, Philip the 
second,and opprefs any of his Subjeéts,as cruelly as he did thofe 
of the Low Countries, and {o force them to a neceflary Self-De- 
fence, we have renounced the policy of our Anceftors, who 
thought it their Intereft as well as their Duty to fuccorthedi- 
itrefled, and muft not only aid him with 8000 Men for three 
Months, to make thofe People Slaves, but if the matter cannot 
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be. compofed in that. time, make War upon them, with our 
whole Force both by Land and Sea. But.that which concerns 
us yet nearcr in this League, is, that this Obligation of affiftance- 
-was mutual, fo that if a Difturbance fhould happen hereafter in. 
England, upon any attempt to change our Religion or our Go- 
vernment, thongh it was in the time of his Majefties Succeflors, 
the Moft Catholick King is obliged by this League, .( which we 
are {till to believe was entred into, for the fecurity of the Pro- 
teftant Religion,and the good of the Nation) to give Aid to fo. 
Pious a Defign, and to'make War upon the People with all 
his Forces both by Land and Sea. And therefore it was no won- 
der that the Minifters were not forward in fhewing this League 
to the Parliament, who would foon have obferved all thefe In--. 
conveniences, and have feen how little fuch a League could. 
contribute to the. preférving the General Peace, or tothe Secu- 
ring of Flanders, fince the French-King, may within one months 
time pollefs himfelf of it, and we by the League are not obli- 
ged to fend our Succors till Three Months after the Invafion.. 
So that they would upon the whole matter, have been inclined t 
to fufpect, that the main End of this League was only to ferve . \ 
for a handfom pretence to raifean Army in Exgland,and if the 
people here fhould grow difcontented at it,and any little Difor- . 
ders fhould enfue, the Spamardis thereby obliged to fend over. 
Forces to fupprefs them. : | 

The next thing recommended tothem, wasthe farther Examina- 
tion of the Plot, and every one: who has obferved what has. 
paffed for more. than two. years together, cannot doubt that 
this was fincerely defired by fuch as are moft in Credit with his 
Majefty ; and then furely the Parliament deferved not to becen- 
fured upon this Account, fince the Examination of fo many. 
new Witnelles, the Tryal of. the Lord Stafford,the great Prepa- 
rations for the Tryals of thereft of the Lords,and their diligent . 
Enquiry into the Horrid Jrifh Treafons, fhew that the Parlia-.. 
ment wanted no Diligence to purfue his Majefties good Inten- 
tions inthat Affair. 3 

And when His A4ajefty defired fromthe Parliament their Advice. Addvels prefene 
and Affistance concerning the Prefervation of Tangier; the Com- ed ar Bers ; 
mons did not neglect to give it its due Confideration. -They 1680. 
truly reprefented to Him how that important place came to be 444745 prefente - 
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to make it ufeful , and that nothing better could be expected of 


a Town, for the moft part put under Popifh Governors, and always 
fill'd with a Popifh Garifon, Thefe were Evils in his Majefty’s 
own Power to redrefs, and they advifed him to it; nor did they 
reit there, but promife to aflift him in defence of it, as foon as 
ever they could be reafonably fecured, that any Supply. which 
they gave for that purpofe, fhould not be: ufed to augment the 
Strength of our Popifh Adverfaries, and to encreafe our Dangers at 
Home. ‘They had more than once feen Mony employed direily 
contrary to the end for which it was given by Parliament, and 
they had too great caufe of Fear it might be fo again; and 
they knew that fuch a Mifimployment would have been fatal at 
that Time. But above all, they confidered the imminent Dan- 
ger whichthreatned them with certain Ruin at Home,and there- 
fore juftly thought that to leave the Confideration of England 
to provide for Tangier, would be to.act like a Man that fhould 
{end his Servants to mend a Gap in his Hedg when he faw his 
Honfeon Fire, and his Family like to be confumed in it, 

We are next told, that His Majefty offered to concur in any Re- 
medies that could be propofed for the Security of the 'Proteftant Reli- 
Sion, and we muft own that he did indeed make fuch an Offer = 
but he was pleafed tq gono farther, for thofe Remedies which 
the Commons tendered were rejected, and thofe which they 
were preparing, were prevented by a Diflolution. 

We have feen the great Things which the King did on his 
part 5. let us now reflect on thofe Inftances which’are fingled ont 
as fo many wnfuitable Returns of the Commons. They are com- 
plained of for prefenting Addreffes in the nature of Remonftrances 
rather than Anfwers. Under what unhappy Circumftances do 
we find our felves, when our Reprefentatives can never behave 
themfelves with that Caution, but they will be mif-interpreted 
atCourt? If the Commons had return’d Anfwer to his Majefty’s 
Mellages, without f{hewing upon what Grounds they proceeded, 
they had then been accufed as Men ating peremptorily,and with- 
out reafon; if they modeftly.exprefs the Reafons of their Re- 


folutions, they are then faid to Remonftrate. But what the 


Miniiters would have this word Remonftrance fignify, what 
Crime it is they mean thereby, to charge the Commons with, 


as unknown to an Englifh Reader. Perhaps they. who are bet- 


ter Criticks, and more French-men, know fome pernicious thing 
which 








which itamports. If they mean by a Remonftrance,a declaring 
the Caufes and Reafons-of what they do, it will not furely be 
imputed as a'Faultin them, fince *tisaway-of proceeding which 
His Majeities Minifters have juftified by their own Examplejha- 
ving in’ His Majefties Name vouchfafed to declare the Caufes and 
Reafons of his Attions to his People. 

Butthe Commons made Arbitrary ‘Orders for taking Perfons 
zato Cuftody, for matters that had no Relation to Priviledges of Par- 
| Kament. TheContrivers of this Declaration,who are fo particu- 
Jar in other things, would have done well to have given fome 
inftancesof thefe Orders. 

If they intend by thefe General Words,torefeét onthe Orders 
‘made to take thofe degenerate Wretches intoCuftod y,whopub- 
lifhed under their Hands thetr Abhorrence of Parliaments,and of 
thofe who inan humbleand Jawful manner Petitioned fortheir 
Sitting, ‘in a'time of fuch extream neceflity. Surely they are 
notin good earneft,. they ‘cannot believe themfelves, when they 
fay, that thife Mattershad no Relation to Priviledzes of Parliament. 
If’ the Priviledge of ’Parliament'be concern’d when an injury is 
doneito any particular Member, how much more is it touched 
when Men ftrike at Parliaments themfelves, and endeavourto 
wound the very Conftitution ? If this be faid with Relation to 
Shertdon, who has fince troubled the World with fo many idle 
impudent Pamphlets upon that account, “tis plain that hisCom- 
mitment was only inorder to examine him’about the Popifh. 
Plot, and hisEndeavors to ftifle it, (though ‘his contemptuons 
Behaviour to the Houfe, deferved a muchiJonger Confinement) » 
and ’twas Infolence in him'to ‘Arraign'their Juftice,becaufe they 
did not inftantly leave all their ‘great Debates to difpatch the 
‘bufinefs relating to him. 
 Thompfon of Briftol, was Guilty of divers great Breaches of 
Priviledge, but*yet his Commitment was only in‘order to an 
Impeachment; and as foon as they had‘gone through with his - 
Examination, they ordered him to be fet -at‘Liberty, giving 
Security to anfwer the Impeachment which they had voted 
againft him. But is it a thing ‘fo ftrange- and ‘new to the Authors . 
of the Declaration, that the Houfe of Commons fhould Order 
Men to be taken into Cuftody for‘matters not relating to Privi- 
ledg? ‘Have they not ‘heard, that in the 4 Edm. 6. Crickerof 
was Committed for Confedertaing in an E{cape 5 that 18 ac. 
Sir 
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Sir Francis Mitchel was’ Comitted for ‘Mifdemeanors, in’ pro- 


Curing a Patent for the Forfeitures of Recognizances, together 


with Fowles Gerrard, and divers others, (none of which were 
Members of Parliament) that 20 Fac. Dr. Harr was taken 
into Cuftody for misbehaving himfelf in Preaching; and that - 
3 Car. Burgeffe was Committed for Faults in Catechizing, and 
Levet for prefuming to exercife a Patent, which had been ad- 
judged a Grievance by a Committee of the Commons ina for- 
mer Parliament. % 

There would be no end of giving Inftances of thofe Commit - 
ments, which may be obferved in almoft every Parliament, fo 


-that the Houfe of Commons did ‘but tread in the Steps of their 


Predcceflors, and thefe forts of Orders were not new, though 
the Declaration takes the Liberty to call them Arbitrary. The 
Commons had betrayed their Truft,if they had not aflerted the 
Right of Petitioning, which had been juft before fhaken by fuch 
a firange Ihegal and Arbitrary. Proclamation, 7 
But now wecome tothe Tranfcendent monftrous. Crimes, 


which can never be forgiven by the Minifters, the giving them 
their due Character, which every Man of Underftanding had 


fix'd upon them long before : the whole Current of their Coun- 
fels being a full Proof of the Truth of the Charge. . But what 
colour is there for calling thefe Votes illegal ? Is illegal for 
the Commons toimpeach perfons, whom they have good rea- 
fon to judg Enemies to the King and Kingdom ? Js # Illegal to 
determin by,a Vote (which is the only way of finding the 
Sence of the Houfe) who are Wicked Counfellors, and. deferve 
to be impeach’d ? Could.the Commons have called the Parties 
accused to make their Anfwer before themfelves.? Had they:not 
a proper time for their Defence when they came to their Tryals? 
and might they-not have cleared their Innocence much better, (if 
they durft have put that in Ifue) by a Tryal, than a Diflolution 
of the Parliament ? But fhould we grant that thefe Votes were 
not made in Order to an Impeachment, yet {till there is nothing 
lilegal, nothing extraordinary inthem. For the. Commons in 
Parliament, have.ever ufed two ways in delivering their Country 


_ {rom pernicious and powerful Favorites,. the one isin a Parlia- 
-Mmentary Courfe of Juftice by Impeaching them, which is ufed 


when they judg it needful to make them publick Examples, by 
Capital, or other high Punifhments, «for the:terror of. others : 
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The other is by immediate Addref$ to the King to remove 
them as unfaithful or unprofitable Servants. Their Lives their 
Liberties or Eftates are never endangered, but when they are 
proceeded againft in the former of thefe ways. Then legal evi- 
dence of their Guilt is neceflary, then there muft be a proper 
time allowed for their defence. In the other way the Parliament 
aétas the Kings great Council, and when either Houfe obferve 
that Affairs are ill adminiftred, that the advice of Parliaments 
is rejected or flighted, the Courfe of Juftice perverted, our 
Councels betray’d,Grievances multiplyed,and the Government 
weakly and diforderly managed, (of all which our Laws have 
made it-impoflible for the King to be guilty). They neceflarily 
muift, and always have charg’d thofé who had the Adminttra- 
tion-of Affairs, andthe Kings Ear, asthe Authors of chefe 
mifchiefs,-and have from time to time applyed themfelves to 
him ‘by Addreffes for their Removal from his Prefence and 
Councils. There be many things plain and evident beyond the 
Teftimony of any Witnetffes, which yer can never be provedin 
a legal way. If the King will hearken to none but two or three 
of his Minions, muft we not conclude that every thing that is 
done comes from their Advice? And yet, if this way of repre- 
fenting things to the King were not allowed, they might eafily 
fruftrate the enquiries of a Parliament. Ic is but to whitper 
their Counfels, and they are fafe. The Parliament may be bufi- 
ed in fuch great Affairs, as will not fuffer them to purfue every 
Offender through a long Procefs; and befides there may. be 
many reafons why a man fhould be turn’d out of a fervice, 
which perhaps would notextend to fubjeci him to punifhment. 
The People themfelves are highly concern’d inthe gteat Oiii- 
cers and-Minifters of Scate, who are Servants to the Kingdom 
aswell as to the King. And the Reprefentatives of the People, 
the Commons, whofe bufinefs it is to prefent all Grievances, as 
they are moftlikely to obferve foonelt the Folly and Treache- 
ry of thofe publick Servants, (thegreatelt of ali Grievances) fo 





‘this Reprefentation ought to have no lietle weight with the ro. parl. 
Prince. ‘This was underitood fo well by H.4.a wife and brave 5 % 4. 


Prince, that when the Commons complain’d againtt four o 
his Servants, and’Councellors, defiring they might be remo- 
ved, he came into Parliament and there declared openly that 
chough he knew nothing againft them in particular, yet he wih 

CG aflured 


f Nu. -4; 





ee. 


Shia a 
ii 






































a i mt Mon aaa ne 
x ee 
i ae 


, affured that what the Lords and Commons defired of him, was 


for the good of himfélfand his Kingdom; and therefore he did 
comply with them, and banith’d thofe four Perfons from his 
Prefence and Councils, declaring at the fame time, that he 
would do fo by any others who fhould be near His Royal Per- 
fon, if they were fo unhappy to fall under the Hatred and In- 
dignation of his People. The Records and Hiftories of the 
Reigns of Edward the firft, Edw. I. Edw, ILL. and indeed of 
all other fucceeding Kings are full of fuch Addreffes as thefe ; 
but no Hiftory or Record can thew that ever they were called 
illegal or Un-Parliamentary till now. | 

Then the Minifters durit not appeal to the People againft 
their own Reprefentatives, but ours at prefent have either got 
fome new Law in the point, or have attained to a greater de- 
gree of Confidence, then any that went before them. The beft 
of our Princes have with thanks acknowledged the Care and 
Duty of their Parliaments, in telling them of the Corruption 
and Folly of their Favourites. Ed. I. Ed. Ill. Hen. V. and 
Q. E/. never fai\’d to doit, and no Names are remembred with 
greater Honour in the Englifh Annals. Whilft the diforderly,. 
the Troublefome and Unfortunate Reigns of H. IU. Ed. fl. 
R. H..and H. the VI. ought to ferve as Land-marks ‘to 
warn fucceeding Kings from preferring fecret Cauncels to 
the Wifdom of their Parliaments. 

But none of the Proceedings of the Houfe of Commons,have 
been more cenfured at Court, and with lefs Juftice, than their 
Vote about the Anticipation of feveral Branches of the Reve- 
nue. An objection which could proceed from nothing, but a to- 
tal ignorance of the Nature of Publick Treafure in our own,and 
all other Nations,which was ever efteem’d Sacred & Un-aliena- 
ble. Aliche Acts of refumption in the times of H. IV. H. Vi.and 
other of our Kings were founded upon this Maxim, otherwife 


q 


there could not be conceived any groffer inijuftice. than to de- 
, J 4 


clare Alienations to be void, which Kings had lawful power to 


make. It was upon this Maxim that the Parliament declar’d the 
Grant to the Pope of the yearly fum of 19000 marks, where- 
with K. Jobs had charg’d the laheritance of the Crown, to be 
Nail. Te was for this caufe that inthe year 1670. His Majefty 
procured, an Aét of Parliament, to enable him to fell the 


¥ce arm Rents, and it is the beft excufé that can be made | 
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for thofe Minifters who in the year 1672. advifed the poft 
poning of all payments to the Bankers out of the Exchequer, 
thar they judged allfecuritics by way of Anticipation of the 
Revenue, illegal and void in themfelves. 

Refumptions have been frequent. in every Kingdom, the 
King of Sweden within thefe few Months, ‘has, by the Advice 
of the States, refumed all the Lands which His Predeceffors had 
in many years before granted from the Crown. No Country 
did ever believe the Prince, how abfolute foever in other 
things, had power to fellor give away the Revenue of the 
Kingdom, and leave his Succeifor a Beggar. All thofe Acts of 
the Roman Emperors, whereby they wafted the Treafure of 
the Empire, were refcinded by their Succeflors ;, and Tacitus 
obferves, that the firft of them that look’r upon the publick 
Treafure as hisown, was Claudins the weakeft and moft fot- 
tith of them all. The prefent King of France did within thefe 
twelve years, by the confent ofthis feveral Parliaments, refume 
all-the Demefnes of the Crown which had been Granted away 
‘by himfelf or his Predeceffors. That haughty Monarch, as 
much power as he pretends to, not being afham’d to own that 
he wanted power to make fuch Alienations,and that Kings had 
that happy inability, that they could do nothing contrary to Traitte 
the Laws of their Countrey. This notion feems founded in the des dro- 
reafon of mankind,fince Barbarifm it felf cannot efface it. The o de Ja 
Ottoman Emperors difpofe Arbitrarily of the Lives and Eftates pis eae 
of their Subjects, bute yet they efteem ic che molt deteftable bien beu- 
wickednefS, to employ the Tributes and Growing Revenues rewe in- 
of the Provinces, (which they call the Sacred blood of the Peo- Puiliance 
ple; ) upon any other than publick occafions. And our Kings ty pion, 
H. 1V. and H. VU, underltood fo well the different power.they faire con- 
had in uting their private Inhericances and thofe of the Crown, tre les 
that they took care,by Authority of Parliament,co feparate the 1s de 
‘Dutchy of Lancafter fromthe Crown, and to keep the defcent eh hae 
of it diftina. But our prefent Courtiers are quite of another ge Rebus 
Opinion, who fpeak of the Revenue of the Crown. as if Turcicis. 
‘it were-a private Patrimony, and defign’d only for domeftick 
ufes,and for the Pleafures of che Prince. ¥ 3 

The Revenues of the Crown of Exgland aré in theirown na- 
ture appropriatedto Publick Service, & therefore cannot with- 
out injuftice be diverted or Anticipated. For either the Publick 

C 2 Reve- 
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Revenue is fufficient to anfwer the neceflary Occafions of the 
Government, and then there is no colour for Anticipations, or 
elfe by fome extraordinary accident the K, is reduced to. want 
an extraordinary.fupply, and then he oaght to refort to his 
Parliament. Thus wifely did our Anceftors provide, that the 
K. and His People fhould have frequent néed.of ‘one another, 
and by having frequent opportunities of mutually relieving one 
anothers wants, be fure ever to preferve-a dutitul affection in 
the Subjeét,and a fartherly tendernefs in the Prince. When the 
King had occafion for the Liberaliry of his People, he would be 
wellinclin’d to hear and redrefs their Grievances, and when 
they wanted eafé from Oppreffions they would not fail wich 
alacrity to fupply the occafions of the Crown. And therefore it 
has ever been efteem’d a crime in Countellors who perfwaded 
the King to Anticipate his Revenue, anda Crime inthofe who 
furnifht Money upon fuch Anticipations in an Extraordinary 
way, however extraordinary the Occafion might be. For this 
caufé it was thatthe Parliament in the’35th. of H. $..did not on- 
ly difchargé all thofe debts’ which the K. had contra&ed, but 
enacted that thofe Lenders who had been before paid again by 
the King, fhould refund all thofe fums into the Exchequer, as 
Judging ita reafonable punifhment, to make them forfeit the 
Money they lent, fince they had gone about to introduce fo 
dangerous a Precedent. | f 

The true way to put the King out of a poffibility of /upporting 
the Government, isto let him waft in one year that Money, 
which ought to bear the charge of the Government for. feven. 

- 'Fhis is the direc&t method to deftroy the Credit of the Crown both 
Abroad and at. Home. If the King refolve never to,pay the 
Money which. he Borrows, what Faith will begiven to Royal 
Promifes, and'the Honour of the Nation: will daffer in that of 

- the Prince, & if it muft be putupon the People to repay it,-this 
would be a way to impofe a neceflity of giving Taxes without 
end, whetherthey would or no. And therefore (as Mercenary 
as they were) the Penfioners would never difchatge the Reve- 
nue of the Anticipations to the Bankers: : Now:the Gommons 
having the inconvenience of this before their, Eyes info freth 
an inftance,! and having their Ears fill’d with thedaily-cries of 
fo many Widows and Orphans; were obligedin duty to give a 
Public Caution tothe People,thatthey thould not run agan ae 
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the fame Error. Not only becaufe they judged all Securities 
of that kindabfolucely void, but becaufe they knew no future 
Parliament could without breach of Truft repay that Money 
which was at firft borrowed only to prevent the Sitting of a 
Parliament, and which could never be paid'without Counte- 
nancing a Method {o deftructive to our Conftitution. Nor have 
former Parliaments been lefs careful and nice in giving the leaft 
allowance to any unufual ways of taking up Money, without 
common Confent, having fo very often:declar’d, that the King 
cannot fupply his mot preffing Neceffities , either by Loans, or 

by the Benevolence of bis Subjetts , which by the expre{s words  R. 
of the Statute , are. damned and annulled for ever. But the “?:* 
Houfe of Gommens were fo ‘cautious of giving any juft oc- 

cafion of Gavil, that they reftrain’d their Votes much more 

than they needed to‘have done: For they extended thentenly 

to three Branches‘of the Revenue, all which were by feveral 

Acts of Parliament given to his prefent Majefty: \ And furely 

every one willagree, thatwhen the King receives a Gift from 

his People, he*takes it underfuch Conditions, and ought'to im- 

ploy it in fuch a manner, and for fuch purpofes as they direc. 

We matt therefore confulecthe feveral A&s by which thofe 
Branches were fetled; if we would judge rightly whether the 
Commons-had not particular Reafons for what they did. The 

Statute 12 Car.2.¢. 4. fays,That the Commons repofing Truff 12 Car. 2. 
in his Majefty for guarding the: Seas againft all Perfons intend- ¢ 4. 4. con- 
ing the Difturbance of ‘Trade’ and the invading of the Reali, to ig a7 
that intent do give bim the Tonnage and Poundage, &c. “This is as nits 
direct: an Appropriation as. Words'can make, and therefore 

as it is maniteft wrong to the Subject, to divert any part’ of this 

Branch to other ufes; fo for the King to anticipate it, -is :plairi- 

ly to-difable himfelf to perform the Truft repofed in Him. And 

the late long Parliament: thought this matter! fo° clear, that 

about two years before their Diffolution, they’ paffed a Vote 

with Relation to the Cuftoms, in almoft the fame Words, !2 C4 2 
The Parliament which gave the Excife were fo far from “23 7” 
thinking that the King had power to charge or difpofe of ‘it 

as his own, that by afpecial Clanfe in the Ac,’ whereby they 

give it, they were careful to impower him to difpofe of it, or any part 

of it by way of Farm, and'to Enact that fuch'Contracts (hall be effe- 

tinal in Law, fo as they be not for a longer time than three years. ae 
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A&, whereby: the Hearth-money was given, declares that ir 
was done to the end, that the publick Revenue might be propirtioned 
to the publick Charge; and ’tisimpoflible that fhould ever be, 
whilft ic is liable to be pre-ingaged and anticipated. And the 
Parliament were fo careful to preferve this Tax always clear 
and uncharg’d, that they made it penal for any one fo muchas 
to accept of any Penfion or Grant for years, or any other Eftate, or 
any Samm of Money cut of the Revenue arifing by vertue of that 
Act, from the King, hus Heirs or Succeffors. surely if the Pen- 
ners of this Declaration had not been altogether ignorant of 
ourown Laws,and of the Policy of all other Countries and Ages, 


they would never have printed thofe Votes, in hopes thereby 


to have expofed the Commons. tothe World. ‘They would 
not have had the faceto fay, that thereby the King was expofed 
to Danger, deprived of a poffibility of {upporting the Government, 
and reduc’d to a more belple{s Condition than the meaneft of His 
Subjetis. ‘This we are {ure of, thae the inviolable obferving 
of thefe Statutes, will be fo far from reducing His Majefty 
to. amore helplefs Condition thanthe meaneft of his Subjes, 
that it will {till leave him in a better condition than the richeft 
and greateft of his Anceftors; none of which were ever Ma- 
{ters of fuch a Revenue. 

The H. of Commons are in the next place accufed of avery 
high Crime, the afluming to themfelves a. power of fufpending 
Aés of Parliament, becanfe they declared that it was their opi- 
nion, That the Profecution of Preteftant Diffenters. upen the Penal 
Laws, 2 at this time grievous to. the Subject, a weakning of the 
Proteftant Intere(t, an Incouragement to Popery, and dangerous to 
the Peace of the Kingdom. «The Minifters remembred’ thar 


‘ot many years ago, the whole Nation was;juftly alarm’d 
upon the aflaming an Arbitrary Power of fufpending Pe- 


wal Laws; and: therefore they thought ic would bevery popu- 
lar to.accale the Commons of fuch an attempt... But how they 
could poflible mifinterpret a Vote at that rate, how they could 
fay the Commons pretended to a Power of repealing Laws, 
when they only declare their Opinion of the inconveniency of 
chem, will never be underftood till:the Authors of this.are plea- 
fed to fhe their Caufes and Reafons forit in:a fecond Declaration. 
Every impartial man will own, that the Commions had reafon 
for this Opinion of theirs. They had with great sae - 
erve 
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(29) 
ferved that the prefent defign of the Papifts was notagainit any 
one fort of Proteftants, but univerfal, and for extirpating the 
Reform’d Religion. They faw what advantages thefe Enemies 
made of our Divifions,and how cunningly they diverted us from 
profecuting them, by fomenting our jealoufies of one another. 
They faw.the ftrength and nearnefs of the King of France, and 
judged of his Inclinations by his ufage of his own Proteftant 
Subjeéts. They confider’d the number,and the bloody Principles 
of the Irifh, and what Confpiracies were form’d there,and even 
ripe for Execution; and that Scot/and was already delivered in- 
to the hands of a Prince,the known head of the Papifts in thefe 
Kingdoms, and the occafion of all their Plots and Infolencies, 
as more than one Parliament had declared. They could not 
but take notice into what hands the moft confiderable Trufts. 
both Civil and Military were put, and that notwithf{tanding all 
Addreffes, and all Proclamations for a {trict Execution of the 
Penal Laws againft Papifts, yet their Faction fo far prevailed, 
that they were: eluded, and only the diffenting Proteftants 
{imarted under the edge of them. In the midft of fuch Circuni 
{tances was therenot caufe to think an Unionotf all Proteftants 
neceflary, and could they have any juft ground to believe thae 
the Diffenters, whilft they lay under the Preflures of fevere 
Laws, fhould with fuch Alacrity and Courage as was requifite, 
undertake the defence ofa Country wherethey were foiil treat- 
ed? A long and fad Experience had thew’d how vain the 
Endeavours of former Parliaments had been to force us to be 
all of one Opinion, and therefore the Houle of Commons re- 
folv’d to take a fure way to make us of one Affection. They 
knew that fome bufie men would be ftriking whilft there were 
Weapons at hand; and therefore to make us live at peace, they 

eant to take away all occafions of provoking, or being pro- 
voked. In order to a general Repeal of thefe Laws, they firit 
came to a Vote declaring the neceflity of it,to which there was 
not one Negative in the Houfs: A Votre of this nature does for 
the moft part precede the bringing in of a Bill for the Repeal 
of any General Law. And it had beena greac prefumptionina 
particular Member to have asked leave to have brought ina 
Bill for repealing fo many Laws together, till the Houfe had 
firft declar’d, that in their opinion they were grievous and incon- 
venient. No Engli{h man could befo ignorant of our Laws, none 
bue 
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but a French-man could have confidence-to declaim againft a 
proceeding fo regular and Parliamentary as this. Where was the 
difregard to the Laws Eftablifhed, tor the Commons- to attempt 
the abrogating of a Law that is grievous tothe Subje#, and dan- 
gerous to the Peace of the Kingdom? Is it a {ufpending As of Par- 
liament, if they declare a Law to be grievous and dangerous 
in their Opinion, before they fet about the Repeal ofit? And is 
there any ground to doubt but that a Bill would have pafs’d 
that Houfe, purfuant to this Vote, had it not been prevented by 
a Diffolution? Nor wasthere the leaft direction or fignification 
to the ‘Fudges, which might give any occafion for the Refle@ion 
which follows inthe Declaration.- The due and impartial Exe- 
cution of the Laws, is the unqueftionable Duty of the Judges, 
and we hope they will always remember that duty fo well, as not 
to necefficate a H. of Commons to do theirs, by calling them 
to account for making private Inftru@ions the Rule of their 
Judgments, and acting as men who have more regard to their 
Places than their Oaths. *Tis too well known who it is that fol- 
licites and manages in favour of Judges,when a H. of Commons 
does demand Juftice againft them, for breaking their Oaths. 
And therefore the Publifhers of this Declaration had faid 
fomething well, if when they tell us the Judges oughe not to 
break their Oaths in Reverence to the Votes of either H. they 
had been pleafed to add, not in refpe& of any Command from 
the K. or Favorites. ‘Then we fhould have no more Letters from 
Secretaries of State to Judges fitting upon the Bench. Then we 
fhould have no more Proclamations like that of the rath Og. 
1662. forbidding the Execution of the Laws concerning High- 
ways. Nor that of the roth of Aday, 1672. difpenfing with 
divers Clanfes in the Aéts of Parliament for increafe of Ship- 
ping. Norany more Declarations like that of the 15. of AZarcb, 
1672. 1ufpending the Penal Laws in matters Ecclefiaftical. 

But the Judges-areiworn to execute all Laws, yet there is 
no obligation upon any man to inform againft another. And 
therefore though the Minilters prevented the Repeal of thofe 
Laws, ’tis to be hop’d that this Vote will reftrain every Englith- 
man from profecuting Proteftants, when fo wife and great a 
body have declared the pernicious effeéts of fuch aProfecution. 
"Tis mott true, that in England no Law is abrogated by defiie- 
cude,: but itis nolefs true, that there are many Laws fill unre- 
pealed 


faa 













Pinkie teshiisased siibalif REE NTR a PERSIE ERE PSST TSH RRL ATCT 


1 SY) 
peal’d which are never Executed, nor can be without publick 
detriment. The Judges know of many fuch dormant Eaws, 
and-yet they do not quicken the People to put them in Execu- 
tion, nor think themfelves Guilty of Perjury that they do nor: 
fuch are the Laws for wearing Caps, for keeping Lent, thot: 
concerning Bowes and Arrows, about killing Calves, and 
Fambs, and many others. And thofewho vex men by Infor- 
mation on fuch antiquated Laws, have bean ever lookt upon. as 
Infamous, and Difturbers of the publick quiet. Hence it is that 
there are no- Names remembred with greater deteftation than 
thofe of Emp/on and Dudley, che whole Kingdom abhorr’d them 
as Monfters in the timeof H. VIL. and they were punifh’d as 
Traitorsin the’ Reign-of hisSon. 

The alteration of the circumftancés whereupon a Law was 
“made, or if it Be againft the genius of the People, or have 
effects contrary to the intent of the Makers,will foon canfe any 
‘Law tobe difafed,' and after a little difufe, the reviving of it 
willbe thought Oppreffion: Efpécially if experience has fhewn, 
that by the non-execution, * the quiet, the fafery, and Trade of 
‘the’ Nation have been promoted; of all which the Commons, 
who arefent from every part of the Kingdom,areable to make 
the cleareft Judgment. Therefore after they have declared 
their Opinions of the Inconvenience of reviving the Execution 
of thefe Laws, which have lain afleep for divers years, tho’ the 
Judges muft- proceed, if any forward Informers fhonld give 
them thetrouble, yet they would not aé& wifély or honeftly if 
they fhould Encourage Informers, or quicken Furies by ftri& 
and fevere charges. Efpecially if itbe confidered; thatthe Lords 
alfo were preparing Bills in favor of Diffenters; and that the 
King has with’d-often it wasin his power toeafe them. So that 
tho’ there. be no Act of-Repeal formerly paffed, we have the 
confent and defire of all who haye ahy fhare in making A@s. 
Buclet this Vote have what confeqnence it will, yer fure the 
Minifters had forgot that the Black Rod! was at the door of the 
Honfe, to require them to attend ‘His Majefty at the very time 
whenit was made, otherwift they would not have numbred ‘it 
amongft the caules which cccafioned the King to part with that 
Parliament. — And thofé charknew His Majefty was putting on 
his Robes before that ‘Vote pafied, might imagine a Diffoluti- 
on thus foreléen, might occafion it, but cannot be brought to 
D believe 














Tet ate er 
diicuin ett : 


Pe aren 


( 26 ) 
believe, that the Vote which was not in beifg, could occafion 
the Diffolution. .Thefe are the proceedings. which the Minifters 
judg umwarrantable in the Parliament at Weftminjter, and for 
which they prevailed with His Majefty to part witha. But 
fince it is evident upon Examination, that the principles of our 
Conftitution, the method of Parliaments, and the precedents of 
every Age, were their Guide and Warrant in all thofe things; 
furely the K. muft needs be alike offended with the Men about 
him, for perf{wading him to Diffolve that Parliament without 
any caufe ; and for fetting forth in his Name a Declaration of 
fuch pretended caufé as every man almoft fees through,and con- 
trived only to cover thofe Reafons which they durft not own. 
But with what face canthey objeét to the Houfe of Commons 
their jfrange Ilegal Votes declaring divers Eminent. Perfons to be 
Enemies tothe King and Kingdom, when at the fame time. they 
arrogate tothemfelves an unheard of Authority to Arraign one 
of the three Eftates in the face of the World, for u/furping power 
over the Laws, Imprifoning their fellow Subjects Arbitrarily, ex- 
pofing the Kingdom to the greateft dangers, and endeavouring, to 
deprive the King of all poffibility of {upporting. the Government, 
and allthis without any order or procefs of Law, without hear- 
ing of their defence, and as much without any reafon, as Pre- 
cedent. We have had Minifters heretofore fo bold, (yet ever 
with ill fuccefs) as to accufe a pretended Fa¢tious.party in the 
Houfe, but never did any go fohigh as openly to Reprefent the 
whole TH. of Commons as a Faction, much lefs, to.caufe them 
to be denounced in all the Churches of the Kingdom, .that fo 
the People might look uponit as a kind of Excommunication. 
But if they erred in the things they judged rightly in the choice 
of the Perfons who were to publifhit. Blind Obedience was re- 
quifite, where fuch unjuftifiable things were impofed, and that 
could be no where fo entire, as amongft thofe Clergy-men 
whofe preferment depended: upon it. ‘Therefore it was order- 
edthat this Declaration fhould be read by them, being pretty 
well affured that they would not unwillingly read in.the Desk, 
a Paper fo fuitable to the Doétrin w*! fome of them had often 
declared in the Pulpit. It did not become them to enquire whe- 
ther they had fufficient Authority for what they did; fince the 
Printer called it the K’s. Declaration,& whether they might not 
one day be call’d to account for publifhing it;nor once to aah if 
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what His Majelty fingly ordered when he fate in Council, and 
came forth without the ftamp of the great Seal, gave them a 
fufficient warrant to read it publickly. 
__Clergy-men feldom make Reflections of this kind, leaft chey 
fhould be thought to difpute the commands of their Superiors. 
Tt hath been obferved, that they who allow untothemfelves the 
liberty of doubting, advance their fortunes very flowly, whilft 
{uch who obey without fcruple, go on with a fuccefs equal to 
their ambition.And this carriesthem on without fear or fhame, 
and as little thought of a Parliament, as the Court Favourites 
who took care to Diffolve that at Oxford, before they durft tell 
us the faults of that at Wefminfter. | 
We have already anfwer’d the mifcarriages objected to the 
firft, and may now take a view of thofe imputed to the other, 
which they fay was Alfembled as [oon us that was Diffolved, and 
might have added Diffolved as foon as Affembled. The Minifters 
having imploy’d the People forty days in chufing Knights and 
Burgeffes, to be fent home in eight, with a Declaration after 
them, as if they had been called together only to be affronted. 
The Declaration doth not tell us of any gracious expreffions 
ufed at the opening of that Parliament, perhaps becaufe the 
{tore was exhaufted by the abundance which His Majefty was 
pleafed to beftow on them in his former Speeches. But we 
ought to believe that His Majefties Heart was as full of them 
as ever, and if he did not exprefs them, it is to be imputed unto 
the Minifters,who diverted him from his own inclinations, and 
brought him to ufé a language until that day unknown unto 
Parliaments. The Gracious Speech then made,and the Gracious 
Declaration that followed,are fo much of a piece, that we may 
juftly conclude the fame Perfonsto havebeen Authors of both. 
However His Majefty failed not to give good advice unto 
them, who were called together to advife him: The Parliament 
had fo much ref{pect for their K. as not particularly to complain 
of the great invafion, that was made upon their liberty of pro- 
pofing and debating Laws,by his telling them before hand what 
things they fhould meddle with, and what. things, no reafons 
they could offer, fhould perfwade him to confent unto. 
But every man muft be moved to hear it charged uponthem 
as an unpardonable difobedience,that they did not obfequioufly 
‘fubmit to that irregular Command,’ of not touching on the bu- 
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finefS of the Succeffion: Shall two or three unknown Minions 
take upon them, like the Lords of the Articles of Scotland, to 
prefcribe unto an Englifh Parliament what things they thall 
treat of? Do they intend to, havé. Parliaments inter inifru- 
menta fervitutis, asthe Romans had Kings in our Country? 
This would quickly be, if what wasthen attempted had fucceed- 
ed, and fhould be fo purfued hereafter, that Parliaments 
fhould be dire&ed what they were to meddle with, and threat- 
ned if they do any other thing. For thelofs of Freedom of de- 
bate in Parliament, will foon and certainly be followed'by a ge- 
neral lo{fs of Liberty. Without failing in the refpe& which all 
good Subjeéts owe unto the King, it may be faid, that His Ma- 
jefty oughe-to diveft himfelf of all private inclinations,and force 
his own Affectionsto yield unto the publick concernments:And 
therefore His Parliaments ought to inform him impartially, of 
that which tends to the good of thofe they reprefent, without 
regard of perfonal paffions, and might worthily beblam’d, if 
they did.not believe, that he would forgo them all for the fafety 
of his people. ‘Therefore if in it felf it was lawful to ‘propofe:a - 
Bill for excluding the Duke of York from the Crown, the doing 
it after {uch an unwarrantable fignification of his pleafure 
would not make it otherwife. And the unufual ftiffnels which 
the King hath fhown upon this occafion, begins to be fufpected 
not to proceed from any fondnefstothe Perfon of his Brother, 
much lefs from any thoughtof danger to the Englifh Monarchy 
byfuch a Law, but from the influence of fomie few il] men up- 
on his Royal Mind, who being Creaturesto. the Duke, or Pen- 
fioners to France, are reftlefsto prevent a good underiftanding 
between the King and his people ; juftly fearing,that-if ever he 
comes to have a true fence of their affections tohim, he would 
deliver up to Juftice thefe wicked wretches, who have infected 
him withthe fatal notion; That the interefts of his people are 
not.only diftina, but oppofite to: his. 

His Majefty does not feem to. doubt of his power in conjun- 
étion with his Parliament, to exclude his Brother. He very 
well Know’s this power hath been often exerted in the time of 
his Predeceffors. But thereafon given for his refulal to comply 
with the interefts and defires of his Subjects, is, becaufe it was 
a point which concerned hin fo near in Honour, “Fustice and 
Con{cience. Is it not honourable for a Prince, tobe T He ane 
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Faithful to his Word and Oath? to keep aind maintain the Re- 
ligion and Lawseftablithed ? Nay, can it be thoughr difhonou- 
rable unto him,to lovethe fafety and welfare of his People, and 
thetrue Religion eftabliflied amongthem, above the temporal 
Glory and Greatne{s of his perfonal Relations? Is-it not juft; 
in conjunction with his Parliament, for his Peoples fafety, to 
make ufe ofa power warranted by our Exglifh Laws, and the 
Examples of former Ages? Or is it juft for. the Father of his 
Country to expofe all his Children to ruin, out of fondnefs unto 
a Brother? May itnot rather be thought unjuft to abandonthe 
Religion, Laws and Liberties of his People, which he is {worn 
to maintain and defend, and expofe them tothe Ambitionand 
Rage of one that thinks himfelf bound in Confcience to fub: 
vert them? Ifhis Majefty is pleafed to remember what. Religion 
the Duke profeffeth, can he think himfelf obliged in Con/cience 
to fuffer him to afcend the Throne, who will certainly endea- 
vour to overthrow the eftablifhed Religion, and fet up the worft 
of Superftitions and Idolatry in the room of it ? Orif ic be true, 
that all obligations of Honour, Juftice and Con{cience,are com: 
prehended in.a grateful return of fuch behefits as have been re: 
ceived, can his Mayefty believe that he doth duly repay unto his 
Proteftant Subjects the kindnefs they fhewed him, when they 
recalled him froma miferable helplefs banifhment, and with fo 
much dutiful affection placed himin the Throne, enlarged his 
Rvenue above what any ofhis Predeceflors had enjoyed,& gave 
him vafter Sums of Money in twenry years, than had been be- 
frowed upon all the Kings fince Wiliam the fiz; fhould he after 
all this deliver them up to beruin’d by his Brother? It cannor 
be faid that he had therein more regard unto:the Government 
than to the Perfon, feeing it is evident the Bill of Exclufion had 
no ways prejudiced the legal Monarchy,whichvhis Majefty doth 
now enjoy with all.che Rights and Powers which his wife and 
brave Anceftors did ever claim, becaufe many Ads of the like 
nature have paffed heretofore upon lefs neceflary occafions. 
The prefervation of every Government depends upon an 
exact adherence unto its Principles,and the effential Principle of 
the Englifh Monarchy, being that well proportioned diftributi- 
on.of Powers, whereby the Law doth at once provide ‘forthe 
greatnels of the King,and thefafety of the People,the Govern- 
ment can fubfift no longer, than whilft:the Monarch agar 
the 
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the Power which the Law doth give him, is enabled to per- 
form the part it allows unto him, and the People are duly pro- 
tected in their Rights.and Liberties. For this reafon our An- 
ceftors have been always more careful to preferve the'Govern- 
ment inviolable, than to favour any perfonal Pretences, and 
have therein conformed themfelves to the pra@ice of all other 
Nations, whofe examples deferve to be followed. Nay, we 
know of none fo flavithly addicted unto any Perfon or Family, 
as for any reafon what{oever, to admit of a Prince who openl 
profeffed:a Religion contrary to that which was eftablifhed 
amongft them. It were eafie to alledge multitude of Examples 
of thofe who have rejected Princes for reafons of far lefs weight 
than difference in Religion, as Robert of Normandy, Charles of 
Lorrain, Alpbonfo a Defperadado of Spain ; but tholé of a latter 
date, againft whom there was no other exception than for their 
Religion, {uteth better with our occafion. Among whom it is 
needlefs to name Henry of Bourbon, who though accomplifhed 
in all the vertues required in a Prince, was by. the general Af: 
fembly of the Eftate at Blozs declared uncapable of Succeffion 
tothe Crown of Iva#e,. for being a Proteftant, And notwith- 
{tanding his Valour, Induftry, Reputation and Power, increafed 
by gaining four great Battels, yet he could never be admitted 
King, till he had renounced the Religion that was his obftacle. 
And Sigifmund, Sonof Fob of Saweden,King of that Country by 
Inheritance, and of Poland by Ele&ion, wasidéprived of his He- 
reditary Crown, and his Children difinherited only for being a 
Papift; and a&ing conformably to the Principles of that Religi- 
on, though in all other refpects he deferved to be a King, and 
was molt acceptable unto the Nation. 

But if ever this Maxim deferved to be confidered, furely it 
was in the cafe of the Duke of York. “The violence ‘of his na= 
tural. temper is fufficiently known: His vehemency in exalting 
the Prerogative (in his Brothers time) beyond its due bounds, 































nable excefles of cruelty, have convinced all mankind that he 

mult be excluded, or the Name of King being left unto him; 

the power put into the hands of another. The Parliament there: 

fore confidering this, and obferving the Precedents of former 

Ages, did wifely chufe rather to exclude him, than to. leave 

him the Name, and place the Power ina Regent. | For were 
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could not but look upon it as Folly, to expect that one of his 
temper, bred up in fuch Principles in Politicks, as made himin 
love with Arbitrary Power, and bigotted in that Religion, 
which always propagates it {elf by Blood, would patiently bear 
thefe fhackles, which would be very difguftful unto a Prince of 
the moft meek difpofition. And would he not thereby have been 
provok’d to the utmoft Fury and Revenge againit thole who 
laid them upon him? This would certainly have bred a Con- 
te(t, and thefe limitations of Power propofed to keep up the 
Government, muft unavoidably have deftroyed it, or the Nati- 
on (which necefliry would have forced into.a War in itsown 
natural defence ) muft have perifhed either by it, or with it. 
The Succef§ of fuch Controverfies are in the hand of God, but 
they are undertaken upon too unequal terms, when the People 
by ViGtory can gain no more, than what without hazard may — 
be done by Law, and would be ruin’difit fhould fallout other- 
wife. The Duke with Papifts might then make fuch a Peace, 
asthe Romans are faid to have made once in our defolated Coun- 
try, bythe laughter of all the Inhabitants able to make War, 
o» ubi folitudinem faciunt, pacem appellant. ‘Vhis is the happy {tate Tacit 
they prefent unto us, who condemn the Parliament for. bring- 
ing.in a Bill of Exclufion. This is the way to have fuch a 
Peace as the Spaniards,for the propagation of the Gofpel, made 
in the Wef-Indies, at the inftigation of the Jefuits, who go- 
vernv'd: their Councils. . And feeing they have the Duke no: 
lefs under,their power and dire&ions, we may eafily believe 
they. would put him upon.the fame Methods. But :as itis not 
to be imagined, that any Nation that hath vertue, courage and 
{trength equal unto the Engljh, will fo tamely. expect their 
ruine; fo the pafling a Bill to excludehim, may avoid, butcan- 


not (as the Declaration phrafeth it) eftablifh.a War. Butif there: 
mult be a War, lec it be under the Authority-of Law, let it be 
againft a banifhed, excluded Pretender. ‘There is no fear of the 
confequence of fuch a War: No true Engl{hman can join with 
him, or countenance his Ufurpation after this Act; and for his 
Popifh and foreign Adherents, they will neither be more pro- 
vok’d, nor more powerful by the pafling. of it. . Nor will his. 
Exclufion make itat. all neceffary. to masmtain a ftanding Force 
for preferving the Government, and the Peace of the Kingdom. 
The whole People willbe an, Army for thar purpofe, and.every | 
HeareJ 








Heart and Hand, will be prepared’ to maintain that {o neceflary, 
fo much defired Law: “A Law for which three Parliaments 
have been fo earneft with his Majefty, not only in purfiiance 
oftheir own Judgments, but by the dire@ion of thofe that fent 
them. It was the univerfal opinion of the Papifts, that Mary 
Queen of Scots: was excluded only by an Ad of Parliament, 
and yet we {ze Queen Elizabeth reigned glorioufly and peace: 
ably’ forty years withoue any {tanding force. “ But our Mi- 
nifters do but difflemble with us, when they pretend to: be fo 
much afraid of a ftanding Army. We know how eagerly they 
have defired; and how often they attempted to eftablifh one: 
We have feen two Armies raifed with no other defign, as has 
been fince undeniably proved ; and'one-of tho{e they were fo 
loth to-part with, that more‘ than one AG of Parliament ‘was 
neceilary to get it disbanded. And fince that, they have inérea- 
fed the Guards to fuch a degree, chat they are become a’ for- 
midable ftanding Force... A thing fo odious to-a frée People, 
that the raifing of one-fingle Regiment in Spain, within thefe 
{ix years, under colour of being ‘a Guard for the King’s Perfon, 
{o inflam’d the Nation, thata Rebellion had enfued,ifthey had 
not beendisbanded {peedily. The Nobility and Gentry of that 
Kingdom looking upon ‘tHemfelves’ as their Kings natural 
Guard; fcorned that fo honourable a Name fhould be given to 
Mercenaries. ane’ 
But as His Majefty was perfwaded to refolve-againft the ex- 
pedient propoféd, ‘to {écure‘our Peace by‘excluding the‘Duke, 
fo itis evident, that nothing was intended by thofe other ways 
which were darkly ‘and dubioufly intimated in? Hig Majetties 
Speech unto the Parliament at Oxford, and repeated in the De- 
claration ; and His Majefty in his Wifdom could not but know 
that they fignified nothing. And thofe who {pake more plainly, 
jn propofing a Regency as an Expedient,did in publick and pri- 
vate declare, they believed the Duke would not confent unto 
it, norunto any unufual'reftri@ion of the Royal Power. So 
that they could'have no other defign therein, than a plaufible 
pretence to delude the Parliamentand People. Some fuch con- 
fideration induced them ‘to revive the diftinction between the 
King’s perfonal and politick capacity, by {eparating the power 
from the ‘perfon, which we have reafon‘to believe they efteeme 
ed unfealable. However, it is more than probable that the fe- 
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fuites, Cafuifts, and Popith Lawyers would reject it, as well as 
any thing elfe that might preferve us from falling under his pow- 
er. And the Pope, who could abfolve King ‘Fobn, Henry the 
thirdand others, from the Oaths they had taken, to preferve 
the Rights and Liberties of their Subjects, might with the fame 
facility diffolve anythat the Duke would take. And as our 
Hiftories teftifie what bloody Wars were thereby brought up- 
on the Nation, we have reafon to believe, thatif the like fhould 
again happen, it would be more fatal unto us, when Religion 
is concerned, which was not thenin queftion. Would not his 
“Confeffor foon convince him, that all Laws made in favour of 
Herefie are void? And would he not be liable tothe heavieft 
Curfes, if he fuffered/his Power to be ufed againft his Religion? 
The little regard’he hath to Laws whilft a Subjed, is enough to 
inftruct us what refpect he would bear to them if he fhould be 
‘King. Shall we'therefore fuffer the Royal Dignity to defcend 
on him, who hath made ufe of all the Power he has been en- 
trufted with hitherto, forour deftru€tion? And who hall exe- 
cute this great Truft ? The next Heir may be an Infant, or one 
willing to furrender it intohis hands. Bur fhouldit be otherwife, 
yet ftill chere is no hope of having any fruit of this Expedient 
without a War, and to be obliged to {wear Allegiance to a Popith 
Prince, to own his Title, toacknowledge him Supreme Head of 
the Church, and Defender of the Faith, feems a very ftrange way 
of entitling our felves to fight againft him. 

‘Thetwo Reafons which the Declaration pretends to give a- 
gainftthe Exclufion, are‘certainly of more force againft the Ex- 
spedient. A ftanding Force would have been abfolurely necelfa~ 
iry, to have plac’d and kept the Adminiftration in Proteftant 
bands; and the Monarchy it felf had been deftroy’d by a Lan, 
which was ‘to have-taken all forts of Power from the King, and 
made him ‘notfo much as'a Duke of Venice. How abfurdly and 
incoherently do thefe men difcourfe! Sometimes the Govern- 
ment is (0 Divine a thing, that no human Law can leffen or take 
away his Right, ‘who only pretends in Succeffion, and is at pre- 
fen¢ but a Subject: But at other times they tell us cf A@s of 
-Parliament to banifh him -out of his own Dominions, to deprive 
him ofall Power, of his'whole King fhip after he fhall bein pot 
{effion of the Throne. The cheat of this Expedient appear’d fo 
grofs in the Houle of Commons, that one of the Dukes a 
| felled 
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felled: Vaflals, who had a little more: Honour than the reft, was: 
afham’d ofit, and openly renounced the Project which they had: 
been forming folong, and thought they had fo artificially dif- 
guifed. But chough it was fo.wellexpofed in the Houfe, yet the- 
Minifters thought. the men without doors might be ft'fl deceived, 
and therefore they donot blufh to value themfelves again upon 
it.in their Declaration: 

As for the Infinuation: which follows, That there was reafon. 
to believe that rhe Parliament would have palfed further to attempt 
otber great and important Changes at prefent: {fit be meant any 
Change of the Conftitution of the Government, ’tisa malicious 
fuggeltion of thofe men, who are ever-inftilling into His Ma= 
jelty’s mind if] thoughts of his Parliament, fince no Vote nor- 
Propofition in either Houfe could give any ground for fuch fat 
picion, and therefore in this matter the people may juftly. accufe: 
the Court, (who-fo often ery out againft: them for it) of being: 
moved by.caufelefs Fears and Jealoufies. And for His Majefty 
to be perfwaded to arraign the. whole Body of his People, upon 
the. ill-grounded., furmifes, or maliciousand falfe fuggeftions of 
evil and corruptmen about-him, doth neither well become the- 
Juftice ofa Prince, nor is agreeable to the meafures of. Wifdom, 
which he fhould Govern Himéelf, as well-as Rule his People by. 
And if an attendance to,the flandrous Accufations. of. perfons, 
who hate Parliaments, becaufe their Crimes are fuch that they 
Have reafon to fear them, govern and. {way his Royal; Mind, 
there can never.want grounds for.the-Diffolution- of any-Parlia- 
ments.. But if.they. mean by attempting great and: important 
Ghanges, that they. would have befought his Majefty that the- 
Duke might no longer have the Government in his-hands, that 
itis. Dependents.fhould no longer. prefide in his Councils, no 
longer poffefs all che great Trufts and Offices in the Kingdom; 
that: our. Ports, our. Garrifons, and.our Fleets, fhould be no 
longer governed by. fuch as are at his Devotion, that CharaGers 
of Honour. and Favour fhould be no longer plac’d on menthat 
the Wifdom of the Nation hath judged to, be Favourers of Po- 
pery, or. Penfioners of France. Thefe. were indeed great and 
important Changes, but.fuch as i¢ becomes: Englifh men to be- 
lieve. were defigned. by. thar Parliament ;. fuch. as will. be de- 
figned and preft for by.every. Parliament, and fuch as the people - 
will ever pray may at laft find fuccels with the King, ie 3 
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C33 J 
‘thefe Charges, the Bill of Exclufion would only provoke, ‘ict 
-difarm our Enemies, nay the very Money which we muft have 
paid for it, would have been made ufe of tofecure and haften the 
Dukes return upon us. 

We are now come to the Confideration of that only faulc 
‘which was peculiar to the Parliament at Oxford, and that was 
their behaviour in Relation to the bufinefs of Fitz-Harris. The 
Declaration fays, be was impeached of High-Treafon by the Ccnt- 
mons, and they had caufe to think his Treafons to be of fuch an 
extraordinary Nature, that they well deferved an Examination 
in Parliament. For Fitz-Harris,a known Jrifh Papift, appear’d 
by the Informations given in the Houfe, to be made ufe of by 
fome very great Perfons to fet up a counterfeit Proteftant Con- 
fpiracy, and thereby not only to drown the noife of the Popifh 
Plot, but to take off the Heads of the moft eminent of thofe, 
who ftill refufed to bow their Knees to Baal. There had been 
divers fach honeft Contrivances before , which had unluckily 
fail’d, but the principal Contrivers avoided the Difcovery, as the 
others did the Punifhment ; in what manner, and by what helps, 
the whole Nation is now pretty fenfible. Being warned by this ex- 
perience,they grew more Cautious thanever, and therefore that 
the Treafon which they were to fet on Foot, might look as un- 
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like a Popith defign as was poffible, they fram’d a Libel full of © 


the mof bitter Invictives againft Popery and the Duke of York. 
It carried as much feeming zeal for the Proteftant Religion, as 
Coleman’s Declaration, and as much care and coticern for our 
Laws, as the Penners of this Declaration would feem to have: 
But it was alfo filled with the moft fubtil Infinuations, and the 
fharpeft Expreffions againft His Mayefty that could be invented, 
and with direét and paffionate Incitements to Rebellion. ‘This 
Paper was to be conveyed by unknown Meflengers, to theit 
hands who were to be betray’d, and then they were to be feiz- 
ed upon, andthofe Libels found about tham, wereto bea Con- 
firmation of the Truth of a Rebellion, which they had provided 
Witnefles to Swear was defigned by the Proteftants, and had 
before prepared Men to believe by private Whifpers. And the 
credit of this Plot fhould no doubt have been foon confirmed,by 
fpeedy Juftice done upon the pretended Criminals. But as well 
laid as this Contrivance feem to be, yet it {poke it felf to be of a 
Popifh Extraction, *Tis a poncy the Jefuits have often ufed , 
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to divert a ftorm which was falling upon themfelves. Accordingly 
heretofore they had prepared both Papers and Wirrefles, to have 
made the Puritans guilty of the Gunpowder Treafon, had it fue~ 
ceeded as they hoped for. a 

The hainous Nature of the Crime, and the greatnefs of the 
Perfons fiippofed to be: concern’d, deferved an extraordinary 
Examination, with a Jury, who were only to enquire whether 


- Fitz-Harris was guilty ‘of framing that Libel, he could never 


make; and the Commons believed none but the Parliament.was 
big enough to go through with. ‘They took notice that the 
Zeal and Courage of inferior Courts was abated, and that the 
Judges ar the Tryal of Wakenran and Gafcoign (however it came 
to. pafs) behaved themfélves very unlike the fame Men they 
were,when others of the Plotters had been Tryed. They had not 
forgot another Plot of this Nature difcovered by Dangerfield, 
which tho plainly proved to the Council, yet was quite ftifled 
by the great Diligence of the Kings Bench, which rendred him 
as an incompetent Witnefs. Nor did they only fear the per- 
verfion of Juftice, bur the Mifapplication of Mercy too. For 
they had {een that the Mouths of Gadbury and others, as foon 
as they began to confefs, were fuddenly ftopt by a gracious 
Pardon. And they were more Jealous than ordinary in this 
cafe, becaufe when Fiz-Harrs was inclined to Repentance, 
and had begun a Confeffion, to the furprize of the whole King: 
dom, without any vifible caufe, he was taken-out of the lawful 
Cuftody of the Sheriffs, and fhut up a: clofe Prifener in the 
Tower. The.Commons therefore had no other way-to.be fe- 
cure that the Profecution fhould ‘be effeual, the Judgment in- 
different, and the Criminal out of all hopes of a Pardon (unlefs 
by an ingenuots Confeflion he could engage both Houfes in a 
powerful Mediation to His Majefty in his behalf) but by im- 
peaching of him. ‘They were fure no Pardon could ftop their 
Suit, tho the King might releafe his own Profecution by his 

Pardon. 
Hitherto the Proceedings of the Commons in this Bufinefs 
could not be liable to Exception, for that they might lawfully 
Impeach any Commoner before the Lords, was yet never doubt- 
ed. The Lords themfelves had agreed that point, when the 
day before they had fent dewn the Plea of Sir William Scroggs 
to an Impeachment of Treafon, then depending before them. 
And: 
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And they are men of ftrange confidence, who at this time of 
day take upontbem to. deny a Jurifdiction of the Lords, which 
hath been practifed in all times without controul, and fucha 
fundamental of the Government, that there could be no fecuri- 
ty withourit. Were it otherwife, it would be in the power of 
the King, by making Commoners Minifters of Srate, to fub- 
vert the Government by their Contrivances when he pleated : 
Their Greatnefs would keep them out of the reach of ordinary 
Courts of Juftice, and theit Treafons might, not perhaps be 
within the Statutes, but fuch as fall under the cognizance of no 
other Court than the Parlament,; and if the. People might not 
_ofRight demand Juftice there, they. might without fear of pu- 
nifhment, act the moft deftructive Villanies again the King- 
dom: — 


As a Remedy againft this Evil, the Adirrour of Fu/fice tells us, Cap. 1. 
that Parliansents were ordained to hear and determine all Com- Seétt. 2. 
plaints of wrongful Acts, done by she King, Queen, or their Chil- P4%: 73 


dren, and {uch others again(? whom common Right caunct be bad 
elfewhere. - Which as ta the King, is no otherwife.to. be un- 
derftood,; than that ifvhe err by Illegal Perfonal.Commands 
or Orders, he is to,-be admonifhed by Parliament, and addref- 
fed unto for Remedy ; -but all others being but Subjects, are 
to be punifhed by Parliaments, according to the Laws of _Par- 
liaments. 

ifthe ends: were well-confidered for which Parliaments were 
ordained,’ asthey are declared in the Statute; Items for main- 
renance of the [aid Articles and Statutes, (viz, Magna Charta, Gc.) 
a Parliament fhal] be holden every year, by them as well as 
by the foregoing ancient Authority, none could. be deceived 


by the Parliament Kol. of 4..Ed. 3. where it is. mentioned as 36 Ed: 3.. 
accorded between the King and his-Grands, (that is, his ‘o. 


Lords ) that Judgment of Death, given by the Peers againft * 


Sir Simon de Beresford, Matrever, and others, upon the Mur- Rie ee 


ther of King Ed. 2. and his Uncle, fhould not be drawn into 
Example, whereby the Peers might be charged to judge others 
than their Peers, contrary to the Law of the Land, if [uch a Cafe 
fhould happen, For whereas from this Record fome wonld 
perfwade us that the Lords are difcharged from judging Com- 
moners, and that our ancient Government is alter’d in this 
Cafe by that Record, which they fay is an Act of Parliament. 
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"The tile and form of it is fo different from that which is ufed in 
Acts of Parliament, that many are inclined to believe it to be‘no 
other thing, than an agreement between the King and the Lords, 
But to remove all future {cruples in the Cafe, let it be admitted to 
be an Adt of Parliament, and if there be nothing accorded in it, 
to acquit the Lords from trying Commoners Impeached before 
them by the Commons in Parliament, then we hope that fhame 
will ftop their mouths, who have made fuch a noife againft the 
Commons with this Record. Fir/f, Itis evident from the Roll 
it felf, with other Records, that the Lords did judg thofe Com- 
moners contrary to the Law of the Land, that is, at the in- 
ftance of the King, and the Profecution of their Enemies, with- 
out the due courfe of the Law; or calling them to make their 
Defence, and (for ought appears ) without legal Teftimony. 
Secondly, It is fevident, thac they were driven upon this illegal 
Proceeding, by the Power and'Authority ofthe King, and fome 
Profecutors, who earneftly prefled the Lords thereunto, upon 
pretence of fpeedily avenging the Blood of the former King 
and his Uncle. So that the Judgment was given at the Kings 
‘Suit, in away not warranted by the Law and Cuftom of Parlia- 
ment, or any other Law of the Kingdom. Surely when the 
Lords blood was fuffered to cool, they had reafon to defire 
fomething might be left upon Record, to preferve them for the 
future from being put upon fuch fhameful Work, tho fucb a : 
cafe as the Murder of a King fhould again happen, asit feems ks 
they did not fear to be prefled in any other, fo to violate the 
Laws. But Zéirdly, There isnot a wordin the Record, that 
imports a reftriction of that lawful Juri{diction, which our Con- 
ftitution placeth in the Lords to try Commoners, when their 
‘Cafes fhould come beforethem lawfully, at the Suit of the Com- 
‘mons by Impeachment. ‘There is no mark of an Intention to 
-change any part of the Ancient Government, but to provide 
againft the Violation of it, and that the Law might ftand as be- 
fore notwithftanding the unlawful Judgment they had lately 
given.. So that the queftion is {till the fame, Whether by the 
‘Law of the Land, thatis the Law and Cuftom of Parliament, or 
any other Law, the Lords ought to try Commoners Impeached 
‘by the Commons in Parliament, .as if that Record had never 
‘been... And we cannot think that any man of Sence, willfrom . 
that Record make an argument in this point, fince it could be no 
better 
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better than-to infer, that becaufe the Lords are no: more tobe 
preffed by the King, or at his Suir, to give Judgment againft 
Commoners contrary to the Law of the Land,when they are not 
Impeached in Parliament, therefore they muft give no Judg- 
ment againft them at the Suit of the Commons in Parliament,, 
whenthey are by them Impeached, according to the Laws and 
Cuftoms of Parliament. But iffuch as delight in thefe Cavils had: 
fearched into all.the Records relating unto that of the 4 Ed. 3. 
they might have found in the 19th of the fame King a Writ 
iffued_out to fufpend the Execution of the Judgment againft AZz- 
trevers, becaufe it had been illegally pafled. And.the chief 
reafon therein given is, that he had not been Impeached, and fuf- 
fered to make his Defence. But it was never fuggefted nor ima- 
gined that the Lords that judged him, had no JarifdiGion over 
him becanfe he was a Commoner, or ought not to have exer. 
cifed it, if he had been Impeached ; nor was it pretended that 
by Magna Charta he ought to have been tried only by his Peers ; 
the Laws of the Land therein mentioned, and the Laws and 
Cuftoms.of Parliaments, being better known and more: reve- 
renced:in thofedays, than to give way. to fuch a miftake. “Whey 


might: alfo have found by another Record. of the 26th of the. por. Pari. 
fame King, that by undoubted Act of Parliament, AZatrevers 26 Ed.3.. 


was-pardon’d, and the Judgment is therein agreed by the Lords ™. 25... 


and. Commons to have been illegal, and unjuitly paffed, by 
the violent Profecution of his Enemies; but it is not.alledged 
that it was coramnon-judice, as ifthe Lords might not have judg- 
ed him, if the proceedings before them had been legal. Butas 


the fenfe and: proceedings of all Parliaments have ever been beft - 


known.by. their practice, the Obyectors might have found by- 


all the Records fincethe 4. Ed. 3. that Commoners.as well as : 
Lords might be, and:have:been, Impeached.before Lords, and: 
judged: by them to Capital or-other Punifhments, as appears - 


undeniably to every man that hath read our Hilftories or Re-. 
cords. And verily the-concurrent fenfe and practice of Par-: 
liaments for {o many Ages; will be admitted. to be a.better in-. 


terpretation of. their own Acts, than the fenfe that thefe.men.: 
have lately put upon them. to increafe our Diforders.. But to « 


filence the moft malicious in this. point, let the. famous.. Act of. 
the 25 of Ed, 3. be confidered, which hath ever: fince limi-: 
ted allinferior Courts in their Juri(diction, unto the Trial of 


fuch.s 
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ie a Trial, and that againft a profeffed Papist charged with Trea- 
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fuch Treafons only as are therein particularly {pecified, and re- 
ferved all other Treafonstothe Trial and Judgment of Parlia- 
ment. So’thatifany fuch be committed by Commoners, they 
muft befo Tried, or not at all. And if che laft fhould be allow- 
ed, it will follow, that the fame fact which ina Peer is Treafon,; 
and punifhable with Death, in a Commoner is no Crime, and 
fubye&@ to no punifhment. 
“Nor'd6éth AMazna'Gharta confine all Trials to common Juries, 
for ic “ordains that they fhould be tried by the Fudgment of 
Peers, or bythe Law of the Land. And willany man fay the Law 
of Parliament is not the Law of the Land? Nor are thefe 
wotdsin Adagna Charta fuperfluous or infignificant, for then 
there Would be no Trial before the Con/table or Mar{hal, where 
théré isho Jury ac all; there could be no Trialof a Peer of the 
Realm upon an Appeal of Murther, who according tothe Law 
ought in fuch cafes to be try’d by a common Jury, and not by 
his Peers. And fince the Records of Parliaments are full of Im- 
peachment of Commons, and no inftance can be given of the 
réjection of any fuch Impeachment,it is the Commons who have. 
reafon to cite Magna Charta upon this occafion, which provides 
exprefly againft the denial of Juftice: Andindeed it looks:likea 
denial of Juftice, when a ‘Court that hath undoubted cogni- 
zauce of a Caufe' regularly brought before them, fthallrefufeto 
hear it: but moft efpecially when (as in this cafe) the Profecutors 
could*not be fo in any other'Court, foasa final {top was purcto 
their Suit, thoughthe Lords could ‘not yudicially know whether 
any body elfe weuld profecute'elfewhere. Sis nid 
This Proeéeding of the Lords looks the more odly, becaufe 
they rejected'the Caufe, before they knew as Judges what it 
Was, and referred it tothe ordinary courfe of Law, without ftay- 
ing to hear whether it were a matter whereof an-inferior Court 
could také cognizance. Thereare Treafonswhich can only be 
adjudged in Parhament, and if we may collectthe fenfe of the 
Houfe of Commons from theirDebates, they thought there ‘was 


a mixture of thofekitid of Treafonsin Fitz-Harre’s Cafe. And 


therefore there was litcle reafon for that fevere fuggeftion, thar 
the Impeachment was only defigned to delay a Trial, fince: a‘com- 
pleat Examination of “his Crime could be had no ‘where but in 
Parliament. But it feems fOmewhat: ftrange, thar the delaying 
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(41) 
fon, fhould be a matter foextremely /enfible: For might it not be 
well retorted bythe people, That it had been long @ matter ex- 
tremely fenfible to them, that fo many Prorogations, fo many Dif- 
folutions, fo many other Arts had been ufed todelay the Tri- 
als, which his Majefty bad often defired, and the Parliament 
prepared for, againit Five profeffed Popifh Eords charged with 
Treafons of an extraordinary nature. But above all, that it was a 
matter extremely fenfible to the whole Kingdom, to fee fuch Un- 
parliamentary and mean folficitations, ufed to promote this 
pretended Rejection of the Commons Accufation, as are not fit 
tobe remembred. "Tis there thatthe delay of the Trials «to be 
laid ; for had the Impeachment been proceeded upon, and the 
Parliament faffered to fit, Fiz-Harras had been long fince Ex- 
ecuted, or deferved Mercy, by a full Difcovery of the fecret 
Authors of thefe malicious Defigns againft the King and People. 
For though. the Declaration fays a Trial was direéted, yet we are 
fire nothing was done.in order to it, till above a month after 
the Diffolution. And it hath fince raifed fuch Queftions, as we 
may venture to fay were never talk’d of before in Weftminfter- 
Hall; Queftions whichtouch the Judicature of the Lords, and 
the Privileges of the Commonsin fuch a degree, that they will 
never be determined by the decifion of any inferior Court, but 
will afluredly at one time or other have a farther Examination. 

We have feen now thatthe Commons didjit not without fome 
ground, when they Voted the refufal of the Lords to proceed upon 
an Impeachment, tobe adenial of Fuftice, and a violation of the 
Con/titution of Parliaments ; and the fecond Vote was but an 
application“of this Opinion to the prefent Cafe. The third Vote 
made upon that occcafion was no more than what the King 
himéelf had ‘allowed, ‘and all the Judges. of England had. agreed 
to be Law,-in the Cafeof the Five Impeached Lords, who were 
only generally impeached, and the Parliament diflolved, before 
dny Articles were fent upagainft them. Yet they had been firft 
indiéted in an inferior‘Court, and preparations made for their 
Trial; but the Judges thoughrat that time, that a'Profecution 
of all the Commons: was enough to ftop all. Profecutions of an 
inferior nature. The Commons had notimpeached Fiiz-Harrz, 
bue that they judged his.Cafe required fo publick an Examina- 
tion; and for any other Court togoaboutto Try and Condemn 
him, tho” it fhould be granted to be for another Crime, is as far 
asin them lies to ftifle that Examination: F By 
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By this time everyman will begin to queftion, whether rhe 
Lords did Themfelves or the Commons Right, in the refufing to 
countenance [uch a Proceeding? But one of the Penmen of this. 
Declaration has done Himfeif and the Nation Right, and has 
difcovered himfelfby ufing his ordinary phrafe upon this occa- 
fion. The Perfon is well known without naming him, whe: 
always tells men they have done themfelves no, Right, when. 
he is refolved to dothemnone. As for the Commons, nothing 

was carried on to extremity by them, nothing done but what was 

Parliamentary : They-could not defire: aConference, till they 
had firft tated their own Cafe, and aflerted by Votes-the mat- 
ter which they were to maintain ata-‘Conference. . And fo far: 
were thofe Votes from putting the Two Houfes beyond .a poffibi- 
lity of Reconciliation, that they were made in order to it, and 
there was no other way to attain it. Andfo far was the Houfe: 
of Commons from thinking themfelves to be out of a capacity 
of tranfacting withthe Lords any farcher, that they were pre- 
paring to fend a Meflage for a Conference to. accomodate this. 
Difference, at the very inftant that the Black Rod called them. 
to their Diffolution. If every difference.in Opinion or Vote 
fhould be faid to put the T'wo Houtes owt of capacity of tranfag- 
ing bufine/s together, every Parliament almott muft bediffolved as. 
foonas called. However our Minifters might know well enough, 
that there was no poffibility of reconciling the Towo Houses, becaufe 
they had before refolved to put them out of a capacity of tranfad- 
ing together, by a fudden Diffolution. But that: very thing jufti-. 
fies che Commons to the World, who cannot but perceive that 
there wasfolemn and-good.ground-or them to defire-an enqui- 
ry into Fitz-Harra’s Treafon, fince they who influence our Af-. 
fairs were fo ftartl’d-at it, that, in orderto prevent ir, they firft: 
promoted this Difference betweenthe Pwo Houfes, and then; 
broke the Parliament left it fhould be compofed.. 

There is another thing which muft not be paft over without: 
Obfervation, That the Minifters in this Paper take upon-them. 
to decide this-great Difpute between the Two Houfes, and to 
give judgment on the fide of the‘Lords. » We may well demand, 
what perfonis by our Lawconfticuted' a Judge of their Privile- 
ges, or hath Authority to cenfure the*Votes.of one Houfe, made- 
with reference to matters wherein they were contefting with: 


the other Houle, as thegreate? violation of the Conftitution of Par- 
liaments.?- 
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liaments ? They ought certainly to have excepted the power 
which is here aflamed of giving fuch:a Judgment, and publifhing 
fucha Charge, as being notonly the higheft Violation of the 
Confitution, but directly tending to rhe deftruétion of it. 

This was the Cafe, and a feo days continuance being like to pro- 
duce a good underftanding between the Two Houfes, to the advatt- 
cing all thofe great and publick ends, for which the Nation hop'd 
they were called, the Minifters found it neceflary to put an end 
eo that Parliament likewife. 

We have followed: the Writers of the Declaration through the 
feveral parts of it, wherein the Houfe of Commons are Re- 
proached with any particular Mifcarriages, and now they come 
to {peak more at large, and to give Caution againft two forts 
of if] Men: One fore:they fay, Are men fond of their old beloved 
Commonwealth Principles ; and others are angry at being difappoint- 
ed in defigns they bad for accomplihing their own Ambitios and 
Greatne(s. Surely, if they know any fach Perfons, the only 
way to have prevented the mifchiefs which they pretend to fear 
from them, had beento have difcovered them, and fuffered 
the Parliament to Sit_.to provide againft the Evils they would 
bring. upon: the Nation, by profecuting'of them: “But if they 
mean by thefé lovers of Commonwealth Principles, men paflio- 
nately devoted to the Publick good, andito the commion Service 
of their Country,..who believe that Kings were infticuted for 
the good of the People, and Government ordained for the fake 
of thofe that! are to be governed ,-and therefore complain‘or 
grieve wherbit is ufed to contrary énds, every; Wife ahd Honett 
man:will' be protid to be ranked'in that number.) Andif Com- 
monwealthifignifies the common Good, in which fence it hath in 
all Ages been ufed by all good: Authors, and which Bedi puts 
upon it, when he fpeaks of the Government of France, which 
he calls a Repablicky. no good:manywill be afham’d of it. Our 


own Authets, Tbe Mirror of faftice, Bratton,’ Fleta, \Fortefeue, ° 


and others:in. former times: ».. Andoofdatter:years, Sir ‘Tdormas 
Smith, Secretary: of Srate incthe Reignof Queen Elizabeth, in 
his Difcourfes of the Commonwealth of England, Sw Francis 
Bacon, Covk:, and others) take ic in‘the fame Senfer: ‘And ‘riot 
only divers of our Statutes nfe the Word, but even King. Fames 
in hig firft Speech-unrothe Parliament, -acknowledgethshimfelt 
to bé the Servant: of the Commomvealth: and: Rimgtobarlesiche I. 
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both before and:in the time of the War, never exprefleth him- 
felf otherwife. Tobe fond therefore of fuch. Comméinwealth 
Principles, becomes every Englifhman; and the whole'Kingdom 
did hope, and were afterwards glad to find, they had fentfuch 
Men to Parliament. But if the Declaration would intimate, 
that there had been any defign of fetting up a Dem cratial Go- 
vernment, in Oppofition'to our legal Mozarchy, itis a Calumny 
juft of a piece with the. other things which the penners of this 
Declaration have vented, in order to the laying upon others ithe 
blame.of a defign to.overthrow the Government, which only 
belongs unto themfelves. 

Itis ftrange how this ird,. fhould fo change its fignification; 
with us in the fpace of twenty years. . All. Monarchiesin the 

World, that are not purely Barbarous and Tyrannical, ‘have 
ever been called Commonwealths. Rome it felf altered not that 
Name, when it fell under the Sword of the Cz/ars. The proudeéft 
and cruelleft of Emperors difdained itnot. And in our days; it 
doth not only belong to Venice, Genoua, Switzerland, andthe 
United Provinces of the Netherlands, butto G ermany Spain, France, 
Sweden, Poland, and all the Kingdoms.of Europe. so May it not 
therefore’be apprehended that our prefentiMinifterss:who- Have 
fo. muctdecried: this Word.fo-well known toout Laws,’ fo often 
ufed by our beft Writers, and by all our Kings until this day, are 
Enemies to the thing ?: And that they ‘who ‘make it a_brand of 
Infamy :to be of Commonwealth Principles, thavis,»devoredto the 
g00d of the People, 'daintend no othercthan the burt ahdimit 
chief of that People?) Cam they: in plainem termsiideclarerheir 

fondsefsof their bélowed Arbitrary Power, andotheir defignito fer 
it up, by fubverting our Ancient Legal Monarchy; inftitured for 
the benefit of the Commonwealth, than by thus cafting reproach 
upon thofe who endeavour te uphold it 2 | 

Let the Nation then ‘to/whom the; Appeal is made}! judg 

Who are:the men thatendeavour toPei/on the People, and who 
they are who :areiguilty of defigning Innovations:  Braéfon 
tells us, that potetzs Regs 5 is poteftas Legs: It is ftom the 
Law thathe hath his Power ; it is by the Law that he is King, 
and for the good: of the People by whofe confent itis made. 
The Liberty and welfare of a gieat Nation, ‘was: of too much 

importance: to beduffered: to: depend upon the willof 6né Man, 

The:beft.and.wifeft might be tran{ported:by.an excels of Pow- 
ex taufted- with them ; and the experience of all times ai on 

that. 
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C45) 
‘that Princes,as men,are fubject to Errors, and might be mifled. There: 
fore (as far as mansWir could forefee) ovr Conftitution hath provided ' 
by annual Parliaments, 36 Edw. 3. cap. ro. ‘that the Commonwealth 
might receive no hurt ; and it ts the Parliament, that muft from time. 
totime correct the mifchiefs whichdaily creep inuponus. Letus then 
no longer wonder, when wé fee fuch frequent Prorogations and Diffo- 
lutions of Parliaments; nor ftand amazed ac this laft unparalleli’d ef- 
fort of the Minifters, by this Declaration to render two Parliaments odi- 
ous unto the people. They well know that Parliaments were ordain’d 
to'prevent fuch mifchiefs as they defign’d, and if ‘they ‘were fuffered 
to purfue the ends of theirInftitution, would endeavour to preferve al 
things in theirdueorder. ‘To-unite the King unto bis People, and the 
‘hearts of the People unto the King; to keep the Regal Authority with. 
inthe bounds of Law, and perfwadé his Majefty to direét it to the pub 
lick Good, whichtbe Lawinténds. But as this'is repugnant tothe in-- 
troduction of Arbitrary Power and Popery, ehey who delightin both 
cannot buthateit, and choofe rather to bring matters into fiich a ftaze 
as may {uit with their private Interefts, than fuffer it to continue in its 
right Channel. They'love to fifh in troubPd Waters, and they find aff: 
Diforders profitable unto themfelves.’’ They can flatter'the humor of a 
mifguided Prince, and increafé’ their Fortunes by the excefles ofa wafts 
fol Prodigal; the frenzy of an imperious Woman iseafily rendred pros 
pitious unto them, and-chey can turn the Zeal ofa violent Bigot to their. 
advantage ; the Treacheries of falfe Aliies agree with thetr own cor-. 
ruptions; and as they fear nothing fo mach asthat the King fhould res 
turn unto his People; and keep ali things quiet, they almoft- ever ren- 
der themfelves fubfervient to fuch as would difturb them: And if thefe 
two laft Parliaments, according totheir Duty, and the Truft repofed: 
in them, have more fteddily than any other before them perfifted in the 
pious and juit endeavours of eafing the Nation ofany ofits Grievances, . 
the Authors of the Declaration found it was their beft courfe, by falfe 
colours put upon things, and fabtil mifreprefenrations of their adtings,. 
co. delude the People into an abhorrence of their own Reprefentatives ; 
but with what candor and ‘ingenuiry they have attempted it, is already 
fufficiently made known. And if we look about us, we-fhall find thofe 
who defign a Change:on either hand fomenting a mifunderftanding be- 
tween the King, his Parliament and People, whilft:perfons who love-the - 
‘legal Monarchy-both out of choice and con{cience; are they who defire 
the frequent and fuccefsful meetings of the Great Council of the Nation: 
As for the other fort-of peevifh men, of whom ‘the Declaratian gives 
us. warning, who are angry at the difappointment of their ambitions De- 


GS 
[gas 











































Fas cae soteete. SEAR 


(46) 





“Signs; if thefe words are intended to reflect on thofe men of. Honour 
--and Confcience, who being qualified for the higheft employments of 
State, have either left, or refufed, or been removed from them, be- 


caufe they would not acceptor retain them at the price of felling their 
Country, and Enflaving pofterity: And who are content to Sacrifice 
their fafety as well as theirintereft for the publick, and expofe them- 
felvesto the malice of the menin power, and to the daily Plots, Perju- 
ries, and Subornations of the Papifts. [ fay, if thefe be the aysbitious mex 
{poken of , the people will have confideration for what they fay, and 
therefore it willbe wifdom, to give fuch men as thefe no occafionte 
fay, thatthey intend to Jay afide the ufe of Parliaments. 

In good earneft, the behaviour of the Minifters of late, gives but too 
juft occafion to fay, that the ufe of Parliaments is already laid afide. For 
tho His Majefty has owned in fo many of His Speeches and Declarati- 
ons, the great danger of the Kingdom, and the neceflity of the Aid and 
Counsel of Parliaments, he hath neverthelefs. been prevailed upon te 
Diffolve four in the fpace of 26 Months, without making provifion by 
their advice fuitable to our dangers or wants. Nor can we hope the 
Court will ever, love any Parliament better , than the firft of thofe 
four, wherein they had fo dearly purchafed fuch a number of faft 
Friends ; Men who having firft fold themfelves, would not ftick to fell 
any thingafter. And we may well fufpect they mean very ifl-at Court, 
when their defigns thock’t {uch a Parliament. For that very Favourite 
Parliament no fooner began in good earneft to examine what had been 
done, and what was doing, but they were fent away in hafte, and ina 
fright, though the Minifters know they loft thereby a conftant Revenue 
of extraordinary Supplies. And are the Minifters.at prefént more in- 
nocent, thanat that time? The fame intereft hath the afcendant at 
Court ftill, and they have heightned the Refentments of the Nation, 
‘by repeated affronts ; and can we believe them that they dare fuffer a 
Parliament now to cit? 3 

But we have gain’d at leaft this one Point by,the Declaration,thatit is 
own'd tous, that Parliaments are the beft: Method, for healing the-di- 
flempers of the Kingdom, and the only means to preferve the: Monarchy in 
credit both at home and abroad. Own'd by thefe very. men who have 
fo malicioufly rendred. many: former Parliaments ineffectual,and by this 
Declaration have -done their-utmott.to make thofe: which are to come 
as fraitlefs, ard thereby have confefled: that they have, no coneern for 
healing the dijtempersiof the Kingdom, and preferving the\credit of the Ado- 


—marchy 5 whichis iniefiect to’ acknowledge themielves, to be what the 
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Commons cafled them, Enemies tothe King and Kingdom. Nothing can: 
be more true,than that the Kingdom can never recover its firengih and- .* 
reputation abroad,or its‘ancient Peace and Settlement at home,His Ma- 
jefty cannever be relieved from his fears and his domeftick wants, nor 
fecure from the Affronts which he daily fuffers from abroad, till he re- 
folves not only to call Parliaments, but to Hearken to them when they 
are called. For without that, it is not a Declaration, it is not repeated 
promifes, nay itisnotthe frequent calling of Parliaments which will 
convince .the world, thatthe a/e of thew is not intended tobe laid afide. 
However.we rejoyce, that his Majefty feems refolved to have frequent 
Parliaments, and hope he will be juft to Himéelf, and us, by continuing 
conftant to this Refolution. Yet we cannot but doubt in fore degree, . 
when we remember the Speech made 26 Fan. 1679. to both Houfes,.. 
wherein he told them, that he was Unalrerably of an Opinion, that long in- 
tervals of Parliaments were abfolutely neceffary,for compcfing and quieting the 
winds of the Peoples “Therefore which ought we rather to believe, the: 
Speech or the Declaration?or which is likely to laft longeft,a Refclution or 
an_unalrerable opinion, is a matter too Nice for any but Court-Criticks to- 
Decide. The effectual performance of the laft part of the promife, will: 
give us aflurance of the firft. When we fee the real fruits of thefe wmo/F 
endeavours to extirpate Popery out of Parliament ; when we fee the D. of 
York no longer firft Minifter,or rather protector of thefe Kingdoms,and- 
his.Creatures no longer to have the whole direction of Affairs; when we: 
fee that:Love.to our Religion and Laws is nolonger a crime at Court ; 
no longer a certain forerunner of being Difgrac’d and Remov’d from all” 
Offices and Employments in their Power ; whenthe word Loyal €which 
is faithful to the Law, /fhall be reitored to itsold meaning,and no longer 
fignifie,one who is for fubverting the Laws; When we fee the Commiffli-. 
ons fill’d with hearty Proteftants,and the Laws.executed in good earneft: 
againft the Papifts; the Difcoverers of the Plot countenanc‘d, or at leaft: 
heard, and fuffered to give their Evidence; the Courts of Juftice fteady; 
and not Avowing a Jurifdiction one day, whichthey difown the next 5. 
nomore Grand Juries difcharg’d, left they fhould hear Witnefles; nor 
Witneffes hurried away,left they fhould inform Grand Juries; when we: 
fee no more Infiruments from Court labouring to raife Jealoufies of: 
Proteftants.at home,and fome regard had to Proteftants abroad ; when: 
we obferve fomewhatelfe to be meant by Governing, according to Laws 
than barely to putin Execution againft Diflenters, the Laws made a-- 
gainft Papifts;then we fhafl promife-our felves not only frequent: Parlia- 
ments, but all -the blefled effects of purfuing Parliamentary Councels,the 
Exxtire 
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Extripation of Popery; the Redrefs of Grievances, the flourifbing of Laws, and the perfe& 
Reftoring the Monarchy to the Credit, which it ought to have (but which the Authors of 
the Declaration confefs.it wants) both at Home and Abroad. ‘There needs no time to 
open the Eyes of His Majcfties good Subjecis, and their Hearts are ready prepared to meet him 
in Parliament, in order to perfect all the good Settlement and Peace, wanting in Church and 
State. ; 4 

But whilft there are fo any little Emiflaries imployed to fow and encreafe Divifions- 
inthe Nation, as if the JMinifters had a._mind to make His Majefty the Head of a Fa- 
&ion, and joyn himfelf to one Party inthe Kingdom, who hasa juft right of Govern- 
ing all (which Thuenus lib.>8. fays, was the notorious folly, and occafiqned the De- 
‘ftru@tion of his great Grand Mother Mary Queen of Scors) whilft we fee the fame 
Differences promoted induftrioufly by the Court, which gave the rife and progrefs tothe 
late troubles, and which were’ once thought fit to be buried in an A& of Oblivion. 
Whilft we fee the Popifh Intereft fo plainly Countenanced, which was then done with 
Caution;when every pretence of Prerogative is {trained to the utmoft Height;when Par- 
Jiaments are ufed with cohtempt and indignity,and their judicature,and all their higheft 
Priviled ges brought in. queftion in Inferior Courts, we have but too good caule to be- 
treve, that tho every.Loyaland Good Man does, yet the Miniftersand Favourites, do’ 
but little conjider the Rife and Progrefs of the late Troubles, and have little defire or care to 
prefirve their Country from a Relapfe. And who as they never yet fhewed regard to Reli- 
gion, Liberty or Property, fo they would be little concern’d. to fee the Monarchy fhaken 
of, if they might efcape the Vengeance of publick Juftice, dueto them for fo longa * 
Courfe of petnicious Counfels, and for Crowning all the reft of their faults by thus 
Refle&ting upon that High Court, before which we do not doubt but we thall fee them 
one day broughtto Judgment. oo. 

Thus have we-with an Englifh plainnefs, expreffed' our thoughits.of the late Parlia- 
‘ments and their Proceedings, as well as of the Court in Relation to them, and hope 
this Freedom will offend no man. ~The Minifters, who may be concern’d through 
their appealing unto the People,-cannot in Juftice deny unto any'one of them the Li- 
berty of weighing the Reafons which they thought fit to publifh in Vindication of 
their AQions. . But if it fhould. prove otherwife, and thefe few Sheets be thought as 
weak and fullof Errors, as thofe we endeavourero confute, or be held injurious unto - 
them, we defire only to know in what we tranferefs, and that the Prefs may be open 
for our Juitification ; Let the People to whom the Appeal is made,judg then between 
them and us; and Jet Reafon‘and the Law be the Rules, according unto which the 
Controverfy may be decided. . But if by denying this, they fhall like Beafts recur to 
force; they will thereby acknowledg that they want the Arms which belong to ratio- 
nal Creatures. Whereas if the Liberty of Anfwering be left us, we will give up the 
Caufe, and confefs, that both Reafon and Law are wanting unto us, if wedo not in our 
Reply fatisfy all reafonable and impartial men, that nothing is faid by us, ‘but'what'is 
ult and neceflary, to preferve the Interefts of the King and his People. Nor can 
there be any thing more tothe Honour of His Majefty; thanto givethe Nations round 
about us to underftand, that the King of England, doth neither Reign overa Bale, 
Servile People, who hearing themfelves Arraign’d and Condemned, dare not fpeak 
in theirown Defence and Vindication; nor over fo filly, foolifh and weak aPeople, as 
that ill defigned; and-worfe fupported Paper might occafion the World to think, but 
that there are fome Perfons in his Dominions, not only of true,Engii{h\Courage, butof , 
greater intellectuals as well as better Morals, than the Advifers unto, and Penners of 
fhe Declaration have manifefted themfelves to be. : 
FION:IS. 


Helsiaignaienctetseigist Freer sates: (Hat 











































sieleieies saeairsseae sie etts 


yng eye AAC 


20 a ag a A eats Be aw 





oe 
re 
se 
i 
aod 
<4 
ae 


aoa 
ze 
+ 


SE Eighevabanarste rebar tatenetavebetelstal 


SUE 


SF 
Ub resets 


te WeyeleeTeatinit 


eit) 


i 


ciiees rape te siege sieeests saieeee fetes Sienpanaensnanens : Ea eee tte erat cere Tene rear reer Tee Tratreeeseeerseerer reeresesreee eerste 
pisatee 


; sseseeteeeerreceteccert over sr eaks cit ssersshnigesinssaseasasageteteees 
ereaties Bsiisesets es StosesestsSess Sst st seseetetie seaeetete cee ee Sept eres Seistetecate Seastees caer ss ses ceseeets Wot ictstassiotatetat ssectats Gabe sister i sibs Sance seeseietesetebssesiteaseee 


rt 





suc 





aoe 


sis 


fj 
he 


HOREIEUSTSUsEstsustasNaastatAta a atenctatibetalatonata totais tisteantsta 


mets it yt) 
i Nin i 


Diep pete tebeeredeteieteieet a 
weltoecaiesssSurseeererreysey. 
: lhe 





at 


i 














